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Bonn and Paris agfee .

over nuclear exports

resident Giscard d'Estaing and

Chancellor Helmut Schimidt confer-
red in private for two hours on 3 Febru-
ary in Paris before being joined the fol-
lowing day by Premier Raymond Barre
and the Ministers of Foreign and Home
Affairs, Economic Affairs, Finance and
Research for their routine half-yearly
consultations.

Was the Franco-Federal Republic
summit merely a routine encounter, os
was generally assumed? It was not.

Serious observers of the international
scene emphasis that this latest exchange
of views between the President and the
Chancellor has led for the first time to a
harmonisation of the two governments'
response to pressure from Washinpton
to which both are being subjected.

Franco-Federal Républic consulfations
have been part and parcel of the Etro-
pean scenc for the past fourteen years.
Views and policy towards_the Uniled
States have always been the fundamental
bone of contention Dbetween the two
countries,

This is the [irst time the two govern-
ments have reached agreement on what
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is a crucial aspect of foreign policy.
What is more, for once the French atti:
tude towards Washington, which sincé
General de Gaulle’s days has traditional:
ly been intransigent, now appears to be
more conciliatory than Bonn's, which the

French have tradlt 1 rnled too ro-
Amenrican, lonal y i

The two leaders have not of coursB.
agreed on .a joint Franéo-Federal Repub-

lic reaction to US moves, but M. Giscard
d’Estaing and Herr Schmidt nonetheless

issued a joint declaration on exports of
nuelear technology.

In this declaration they emphas:sed
the intention of their respective coun-
tries to help Third World customers by
continuing to export technology and in-
dustrial installations.

One can but assume that the two go-
vernments have finally abandoned thelr
froilless disputes over whether Europe
should be Atiantic or European in orien-
tation and concentrated instead on con-
structive talks.

These talks will need, of course, to be
continued, but in the French capital
they are certainly seen as an indication
that harmonisation of Franco-Federal
Republic viewpoints is in the offing at
last on the controversial topic of rela-
tions with the United States.

Another surprise of (he Franco-Feder-
al Republic summit was the French lea-
der's desire 1o make a fresh attempt to
get down to brass tacks on EMU, the
proposed European econemiv and mon-
etary union.

Cliancellor Schmidt, who was unstint-
ing in his praise of French Premier
Raymond Barre’s efforts fo stabilise the

economype-based_gg _tliey have been on
free market principles, cou rdly carp

at M. Giscard d'Estaing's repewed desire
to breathe fresh life into European in-
tegration.

The Chancelior rated the new moves
in Paris as part of a greater coordination
of economic policles and economie poli-
cy targets. With this objective in view
Frinco-Federal Republic consultations
are now to be held every thiee months
and not, as hitherto, twice a year.

Extending economic policy “conver-
gence”, as it is called, to all members of
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West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt (left) and Fareign Ministar Hans-Dieteich
Ganzchar {right) enjoving & meal with French President Giscard d’Estaing in the Elysesa

Palace.

the Nine (or at Icast to those who are in
a position to loe ihe line) by the ¢nd of
the year is on embitious target.

The outcome of elose Franco-Federal
Republic cooperation on economic poli-
cy may possibly serve o pave the way.

Prior to the summit the Fronch Press
was strident in its calls for this country
to take on a mwore active role in foster-
ing economic expansion. To judge by
oficial communiqués the Chancellor did
not cven snap at the bait.

The problem js evidently more than e
mere  bilateral one, Washington also
having encouraged Lonn 10 boust the
home economy more vigorously.

France certainly hopes that more
intensive consultations and the degree of
agreement on econornic issues that arose
from the talks between Chancellor
Schmidt and Premier Barre will serve to
facilitate both understanding and joint
progress in economic policy.

Gustav Ferber
I (Handelsblait, 7 February 1977)
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President
Hillery

visits Bonn

rish President Patrick Hillery visited
Benn as a “friend of Germany and a
European.” His was an offivial State visit
designed to foster and maintain what
have traditionally been good relations———
hetween this country and the Tish Re-
public.

There are certainfy no bilateral prob-
lems outstanding in ties beiween the
two countries. Decades ago the Irish
came to regard Germany as a natural
counterweight to an inordinately one-
sided dependence on Brilain.

Relations may not always have been
phin sailing in the past, but the fact
remains thet Germany and Ireland.retain
a’lasting fe¢ling of mutual sympathy.

What is more, there are political par-
dllels between the two. Eighty per cent
of the’ lnsh electorate welcomed the de-
cISIon to' join the Common Market  be- .
cause EEC membership loosened thé
bonds of dependence on Whilehall and
paved the way for intcrdependence with-
in a wider framwork,

As Foreign Mmlster. Dr Hlllery was
particutarly. keen on accession to the
Common Market. He rated his visit to
Bonn as a markedly European , event,
since in his view State visits of this kind
must der Jlonstl_'q_te continuity in the de-
sire to bring ebout European integration.

The Irish President will nonetheless
have taken the opportunily presented by
his visit to this country to do more than
engage “in political talks and dxplomatic
represental!on.

 He Is-keén to encoumge businessmen .
in I‘hzs cbunyry lo step wr" loaest-
ment in "wg Emerald 1;'_. . -
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“Fast-West talks on

- Aroop euts resiime’

& . Lo

elegates from nineteen countrics
reconvened ih Vienna on 3 Febru-

ary for o fresh round on MBFR tilks on .

Nalo and Waisaw Pact froop culs In
Central Europe. They did so .aguinst a
background of more strident -tones to
the Easi-West dialogus than for some
time. : T .

The climate of polilical opinion is far
from being ideally suited to the purpose
of disarmament, with Infleentiel clreles
In the West advocating an intensified -
Nalo arms build-up to counteract -glleg-
cd Sovict supremacy, .o

These selfsome circles are particularly
Insistent in their warnings to the West
not to make prier concessions on troop
cuts. -

In ‘point of fact both the Warsaw Pact
and Nalo have of late stepped up their

strike- capacity. The ‘arms’ race éontinues - : ;
: -+ -, . manppwer maximum of about 700,000

at all levels, - - -

Yet the prospecls of a scitlement have
improved. A number of Western go-
vernments  have -resolved to- break the
MBFR deadiock by taking over respon-
sibility for the conduct of negotiations
from the military: .,

Agreement is indecd an  unlikely
prospect as long os staff officers are al-
lowed te &ink their teeth into sninor de-
tails. Talks so far have, mind you, been
far from useless. Valuable preliminarigs
have been conducled and problems ang-
lysed. |

One major success notched. up Last
year was that the Warsaw Pact for the

* tion. the - Soviet

1.

#
-

': "'.'1; ; ; ;

flest-time ever suw it to distloss figures
relating to armed forces slationed in the
area the Vienna troop cut talks are in-
tended toeover..- - . o
- These are the two German Sfates; the
Benelux ‘countries, Poland and_ Czechos-
lovakia, agreement not having been re-
ached an the Inclusion of Hungary. -

The. West .has 777,000 soldiers sta~
tioned in Central Euhope as fhus
defined, while the East bloc has 927,000
troops stationed on its side of the Iron
Curtain, or so Nato sources claim.

The ‘Warsaw Pact disputes the acoura-
cy of theso figures, After lengthy hesita-
t delegafe - submitted
figures according to which soime 800,000
men are sistjoned In the tastern part of
the froop cut Zome, . - -+ " - T

This would mean that aritlimeticully
East and West are more: or less In
balance and that the (wo sides could go
ahead and reduce froop strengths by
equal numbers. o

. In the past Nato has called for asymme-
trical cuts. in order. to,bring about a

on both sides. This time round MBFR
delegates will be trying 1o sgree on facls
and figyres. , . _ - L _

Experts -will .attempt. {o reach agree-
ment on unjform criteria, Armed forces
nowadays have so many attached sup-
port staff and personne! that it is no

easy lask to define who is to count as a
soldier. - : o

East bloc tank supedority is another
bone of contention. The Warsaw Pact al-
legedly has .15,000 tanks to the West's
6,000, but this difference is not regarded
by lNalo Defence Ministers as being cru-
clal, '

* Nato, they argue, does fn_'ot:' want to

-+ threaten the Warsaw Pact, 0.t does not

need to draw level in respect of offen-
slve capacity.

Nato dogs, on the other hand, need

i o1 it suitable :defence: weapohs .of, appropriate

quality, Nato is in the process of being
Tlitted out with the latest in anti-tank
armour,

**The MBFR, or mulual balanéed force
reduction, talks are not a playground for
the military; they are first and foremost
a political undertaking. This i¢a fact tha'
Cast bloc«;hqs‘bei:hfﬁyiﬁicke_tato'_;nd;e-jthun :
the West. A S '
Warsaw Pact proposals are ail aimed

ot one target, that of contaihing-possible -

cfforts by Bonn to achieve hegemony
within either Nato or the Common
Market. . ... .. . om0t :

Thus the Bundeswelir, ‘which'is alrea-
dy the'-most powerful corventional army
in Western Europe, miust be contained.
The - East’ bloc is opposed to the Nato
concept :of the two pacts- agreeing to
“collective™ troop ceilings, @1 - ..

In order-to make sure that: broop outs
do nat just entail & reduction in. Belgian
and Dutch'troop strengths: the East bloc
hag -valled for agreed “nationial” deilings
for each and every cointry. -

Western governments ought not to be
overhasty: in passing judgmerit. The East
bloe proposals may be unacceptable: in
their present form, but agreement might
yot be reached. * - - S

As they stand the Warsaw Pact pro-
posals’ would establish ‘double stindards
in both Nato and the Common Market,
some countries being required ta disarm,
others not. Nato intogration would cer-
tainly bo hampered. - .

" Yet even in the West this country’s
military strenigth glves tise to friction,
and in the final analysis what ‘matters at
the MBER talks'is to prevent war. Muty-
gl security must be maintained o3 inex-
pensively a3 possible, :

* Pierre Simonitsch

. {Frankfurter Rundschal, 4 Tobuary 1977)

Diplomals in a number of capitals
have 1t In writing that Chanceilor
Schmidt and Premier Callaghsn agreed
at Chequers not to make - the Belgrade
conference 1o review the Helsinki
agreement a tribunal at which the East
bloc is pilloried, Co

Whitehall and Benn wenl on to fol-
low the same line at the London tatks.of
EEC Forcign Ministers held to outline
details of political cboperation. They ad-
vocated circumspection and did so
secure in the knowledge that they have
a Common Market majority. , behind
them. o

So are the Nine about to disembowel
themselves politically in Belgrade merely
because the West might otherwise be at
the receiving end of undesirable reper-
cussions if the communist’ counirids
were to be vilified ot the conference as
contempluous of human rights and civic
freedoms? b K

For months democratic nations have
been reminding the East bloo that it is'a
parly ‘to Basket Three of:'the CSCE
apreement, -underlaking to slep up the
exchange of Information and idess and
to facllitate travel between the countries
of Europe. . .

Unrest Is on the incrase in Eustern
Europs. In the wike of Berlin in 1953,
Poland and Hungapy in, 1956, Czechos-
lovakia in: 1968 and Danzig in 1970/7] a
sixth wave of civic rights protest sgains)
commun|st rule is gaining momentumn,

- Since ‘the 1saw  Pacl invasion of -
Czechoslovakia in 1968 the West has

"y

EEC :fopéés new
trade links with
the Arab world

T he Common Market Ras'broggptii,

Mediterranican policy 14 - vig
.conclusion, and with it a venture-ig
world affairs that has gone virtually up.
noticed by publie opinion,

The EEC has concluded with E
Syria. and Jordun treaties on’ cdonanig

. technological and financial dooperafiy
Export restrictions are to be relaxed g
Commion Market countries will participy
In- the Industrinlisation 'of the signatoy
countries,

Substantial swms of money are invg
ed. The three Middle Eastern countsy
arc to;be granted credit fucilities towh,
ing 780 milllon deutschmarks, repayaii
up to forty yeats and at intercst rfey o
as low os one per cent.

The European Community has alreay
concluded similar arangements with Vs
geria, Morocco and Tunisia and, albg
on. 8 different .basis, with Mauretoni,
Somalia and Sudan. S
. Terms are- still: being negotinted with
Lebanoh,. tulks having beon protmed
on-account of the civil war there.

The common denominator of all the
treaties 1s that the countdes concen
ed are all members of the Armb Leagw,
o grouping of twenty countries that b
tween them conslitute the EECS fow
most raarket.

‘Last yéar the Common Market export
el more goods to the Arb world thr
to the United Skates and Japan con
bined, and the viability of the Commo
Market countrics depends in its tum
oil supplies from the Middle East.

Three years after the oil embargo &
Common Market countries have dems
strated that they are able to make a ¢k ..
distinction - between moral  judgmens
and the exigencics of realpolitik.

The Arab countries have demonstrat
for their part that -in politics the e
may justify the means.

Relations between Europe and [
Arab world' have thus been reorfentatel
and the prospecis have seldom been ¥

terms of friendship,

WeSt llluSt ShOW I‘estl_'ainf at . .Promising, with both_sides  talking,i

" Belgrade talks

appreciated: {hat Moscow has no com-
punction in using .force to put such
E'IOVEIHEI_'IIS to a summary end if need
B ' i
. This is why Western'Europe is right
{0-exerclss restraint, Dissidents did aftes -
oll, seem_ to have greater Jeeway in the
East bloc than they used to have,
- “Under Stalin he would have been
shat without further ado for what he
sagd_. someone who recently telephoned
Soviel physlcist Andrel Sakharoy com.
‘mented, : '
If the democratie nationg are poi
pillory the Esst ‘bloo In pulaﬁi:g::
human rights and the Helsinki. agree-
ment' the current wave of unrest. In
Easlern. Europe will be crushed inexar.
ably as its predecessors have been.

This may
;:r; rftpl;?pe [mnnasesl to control itself
retrins. rom pointin ‘ace
finger dt the East; P ::'g " 'nccus-ln's

“Concarn fot civil rights. h_hht'_'milqn.s In

Eosteétn Europs must -not,” of -coutse,
make the West end up‘by s:harihs'y::iee' ;
anxlely nd:doubt felt by- East"bloe- go- -

\'¢‘l‘l‘lmen!s. 500 . o
‘One can but hope ihat the Nine, who

ure ' prépacing lo speak: With ‘one voleg -

withiin Nato, will calalogue a serviceable

list of demands to.be levelludl ot the
E{I.'!t. ' Y 1. | ]

The Belgrads conference must on no
account end up being & mere dry sum-
mary .of the Helsinki pledges that have
been fulfilled. _

_ Silence’is not called for in the context
of East Berlin checking the- identity of

callers at the Bonn mission who enquire

about exit visa application procedures.
Canada has complained that many of
the refugees from Eastern Europe to
which it has offerd a new homs are stll
walting for thelr families tojoin them,
Nato ‘hes cafled on the Warsaw. Pact
to specify the rights of manceuvre’ ab-
servers;' 50 [(ar Western observers have
been allowed o see next' fo nothing of

- .communist mano __—
well happen even if Wes- - ied 1

. Norway hes called for & reduétlsi In

- the number” of troops: {nvolved ina

manoeuvre of. ' which advance notice
muzt be given from 25,000 to 12,000,

- The Belgrade! confereice will: céptalrily

not be a- gathering.at whiph:the':West

Gan bask in: fresh "illisiond” of detentt,

- but it mugt also- nat becoms ‘a teadmill
+ .8 which ‘huhdiédweights! of tgoiﬁ“,ﬁ;‘,‘,%s

are milled around for months to no. ef-
feet.” = & <3t 2k Homann Hokjer
" (Wieler Nachekihten; 1 ‘Feiruary 1044y

[ en, o g o T o

This"pught to facllityto a'solulion d
problems {hat ar¢ still outslanding. Tk
next round of talks on lnrge-geale oor
nomic cooperation befween Europe and
the Arab world i3 being held In Tunk
One of the items on tho agenda will bt
long-term safeguands. to mcet . European
energy requlrements,. b o
: In Paris the next round of Nl
South talks will shortly gujhcr .together i
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T he Social Democratic-Rarty confer-
ence _fell “diséppointingly flat and
the general reaclion was one of sup-
pressed djssatlsfaction, No decision was
reached about definite lines of action for
the future, And the expected jmpressive
speeches about new unity -in the party
after the -recent *healthy dISputes“._;,]so
failed to matoriglige, v . -, o

‘SPD - members in' fact went away.
uhited in -support for thetr party, but
unable "to' agree as to the course it
should adopt. - N

In retrospect, all this i fairly under-
standable, Originally the confererice was
to be held to discuss the-party’s plans
for the néw parliamentary tem.

But because of the pensiohwerisis-this
was postponed -and the conferénce de-
veloped -instead info’a' solacing session
for Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and the
Social Democratic Party, Firmly ignoring
the “lssue” and resolutely concentraling
on the future, the SPD marked time,
- All the same the -conference was’ not
altogether -a waste of time. The new
SPD business manager Egon Bahr, for-
mer Minister' for Economic Cooperation
chalked up-a considerable success thero
— not least because as un “oufsider” no
one was expecling too much of him.

Outsider or no outsider, he certainly
knew how to get through to SPD mem-
bers. Tn any case parliamentary party-
leader Herbert Wehner enthused over
Herr Bahr's speech afterwards as if he
had suddenly found e long-lost son.

1t. wus important for Herr Bahr to
make o success of his appearence ut this
conference. He will need all the respect
and trust he has earned so far when it
comes to reorganising the party.

If reorganisation is to be successful
and effective enough it will necessarily
be a somewhat painful business, since
the personnel reorganisation now planned
is going to cut deeply into old ioyultics
and long-established hierarchies.

——rr

M POLITICS

.. SPD conference erids on -

-+ an indecisive note. . .. .

. At the conference it also became evi-
dent that the Social Democrats are still
absolutely in fovour of the Bonn Social
Democrat/Free Democrat Coalition —
however much they may be grousing.

However, the Free Democrats will
have to work hard to win over the SPD
fully again. And the SPD. in Bonn will
have to justify every concesslon it makes
fo FDP proposals and views - far more
often and more conyincingly from now
on — despite lhe Chancellor's enthu-
siasm over the SPD/FDP team and Herr
Brand(’s and Herr Wehners pressing ar-
guments as to why the coalition’ Is still
necessaty. 0 -+ - b

Criticism of the FDP is of course tled
up with uncertsinty as to SPD . lender-
ship and doubts as regards the effective-
ness of the present economiic system.
The SPD can take the pensions issue
morc or less in its stride, although the
electorate’s -faith in the. Government is
likely to be shaken for some time.

But long-term unemployment on the
present scale will be too much for the
parly to take if it is not totally con-
vinced that the Government has done
everything humanly possible to reduce
the unemployment quota,

The vast majority of SPD members is
for giving, unemployment priority over
all other problems, Erhard Eppler stress-
ed at the conlference that extra person-
nel costs should nol be allowed Lo inter-
fere with schemes for public investment
since, il is Detler tv “pay people for
doing something constructive for society

e Free Democratic Party has more

or less been riding out the pensions
storm under the lee of ils big brother,
the Social Democratic Party.

Rather than taking jts fuir share of
reponsibility and blame for this highly
dumaging issue at the start of the new
pacliamentary term, it has sat back to let
the SPD take the worst of the buffeting
from the public. : -

But it may simply be trying to gather
strength for the undoubtedly hard - yeor
uhead. The election result (79 per cent)
of 3 October was certainly . nothing
much 1o write home about. ~ - _

What is more, crilicism from the So-
ciul Democrats that the SPD has been
giving way too much to the FDP has
increased. And disputes are also risingin
the FDP's own ranks over the relevance
dnd usefulness of a coalition” with the
Christian  Democrats in Lower Saxony
and, shorily, in the Saar.

So parly leaders have ‘decided the thine
has ¢ome t6 miake & concerted effort to
improve the party's' imege'and make'it
more distinctly independént, The pacty
is 1o be complétely ‘récrganised; The
purty progranime, which is still a ‘bit on
the spare side, will be filled out mmore:

And il this, it is° hoped, will attract
more members and voters, "'

FDP party chnirman Hing-Dietrich
Genscher has put ono of his best men on
the job of reorganising the paity; thirty-
two year old Giinter Verheugen, Until
the end-of 1976 Herr'Verheugen was
sehior-civil servant in' the Forelgn' Office
and Herr Gensther's chief adviser. On 1
January this year he becartie' RDP: busi<
Ness manager. - . - oo
+ Herr Verheugan believés that the FDF
has a big future, He:says: that: the CDU

to improve
its image .

und SPD already have about ninely per
cent of their potential votes, whercas the
FDP can still make a.lot.of . headway
here. ' )

“Lost yeur membership increased by
8.5 per cent to 78,000, but we can siill
improve quite 8 bit' on fhis figure,” he
sy, e HECIS, A
" A'survey has been starled among FDP-
members in order to-find out the party’s
maiti strengths ‘and ‘weaknesses.. The
questions are designed. to bring tb:light
weaknesses in the parly’s organisation:
dnd ways in which individual' party
members can work more eifectively for
their party. A similar-survey aihong' FDP
sympathisers - is intended to- come up
with important data for-attracting new
members, 1t Bl e T

Hert Verhéugen-is labouring undér no
iliusions that reorganisation — hovever
lale in the day — is thie FDP’s recipe for
jnstant success.- T
* The party must sharjen up its public
image. 1t will only goin an appreciable
extra humber--of volers.and membeérs
when it stands quite apart from ail other
parties with ifs own" distinctive policles
ahdprogratme; - e it Do

. Individuality "is" a ' consideration” of
growing-importance| for the ‘larger - por<
tles, the SPD-and CDU/CSU.Buf for
the FDP-it" i#- literslly o-question of sir-
vival, o et ! P
. In the sixties {he FDP.was able to

than t6 pay them for' doing nbth'iﬁﬁ"ﬁjr'
socjety.” o v e

And Trades Unions Councll president
Hein-Oskar Vetter put forward. his view
thot the Government invesimenl pro-
gumme should be’ doubled to 20,000.
million déutschmarks, '

- Hex Séhimidt, however, felt that *3t is
pointléss 0 range full employment so
high aboye all_other aims ‘os .t_ci,ignqre'
that any other probilems exist.” He asked
Herr Vetter how' he proposed” (hat a
20,000 milion invéstment prognmme
could be financed without .sending
interest rates on flie stock market soar-
ing. .

He sald finitly that extra cosls for

ploying pebple in he ' public segtar

ere out of the question, il this cnlailed
financing through loans. o ’

Where Herr :Schmidt ‘spoke . only in
general terms sbout thé' economy, Herr
Vetter found instant approval aniong
SPD members for lis ceclaration that
“The overall market cconomy policies
fhat have been pursued up to now must
be strengthened and improved by a
more progressive indusirial” development
policy and research programmes”

Herr Wehner realised that the SPD
could be running into danger here and
warned parly members lo avoid express-
ing themselves *in such a way as lo
offer others the opportunity of picking
up our ideas and making out that they
were the ones who were really interested
in improving and developing the mark-
el™The delate about unemployment

win the support of new sectors of the
eleclorate with its proposals concerning
detente and the Ostpolitik and progres-
sive tducational schemes, Toduy it has
to look around for new and more
promising fields of action.

It cannot hope to survive siniply by

* !negatively opposing other competilors in

the political market. The slogan of the
late Secretary General of the FDP Karl-

~Hefmann. Flach, “against conservative

torpidity and soclalist Utopia™ will cut
no ice in the eighties. _

And the FDP’ clim to représent
“common sense” In the Federal Repub-
lic.has so far.been ‘regarded more or Jegs
03 @ mere publicity line to some extent
justifiable by the certoinly admirable;
achievements of successful liberal politi-
cians such as Waller Scheel, Werner
Maitofer, Hans Friderichs -and Hangs
Dietrich Genschef: : h""}

Those Who @6 impatient to_hear
nbout‘%_h_'e FDP'S ngw. programite, those
who are no. longer content with the
FDP's old Jirig of thought and action are
now being - soothed ‘with the “review
commisglon” .fed by Wemer Mﬂhﬁ%
and_the ‘ecoiomic commission. Jad.!
Hong Fridedlohs, .~ © 7 . % .o

“The ‘work,*of thése. commisions :is
now -almost -complete. And now, after
lengthy discissions .the . matgrial theyt
have. collected is being systemimgtically
sorted. : '

Their findings are fo b submitted to

Herr. Genscheriby the spring.and will.be
the basis of.a dralt’.for.0 programme:
This will then be: declded .upon finally
ot the FDP party ¢onference in" Kiel-in
November. .. ' .:»: - Gilnter Gesohké'
- (Déiilsches Aligemeiries Sonntipsbatt;
TR P PR GIF.B'IJHII!!Y L9777}

made it cleer that, as in other greas of
the econoiny, the SPD is no longer pres
ared to trust blindly to traditional

, inethods of dealing with egonoric crises,

4*This is-not, as has beén suggestéd, a
battle between realists and idealists.
Everyone is far more concerned that the

¢ .- right-steps be: taken. The Chancellor and
"his party are treating each other with ex.

treme respect. But this barely conceals
the fact that renl understanding between
them is not all that might be desired.

o= Rolf Ziudel
{Dle Zeft, 4 February 1977)

.. .-Little chanceof -
. aGrand Coalition

one: of the parties is quile sure

N where it stands with the others at
the moment. Speculation is' rife as fo
possible split-ups of exisling conlitions
and even-a miajor coalition involving all
the parties.: - Co

Interestingly enough the public in
peneral has shown itsell (o be opposed
to the idea of a Grand Coalition. - -

Opposition leader Helmut Kohl regards
aGrand Coalition as ancmergencymeasure
only, and even then acceptable only if all
parties aro involved.

As far as SPD chairmun Willy Rrandt
is concerned the whole question is of no
consequencd at present. And Christian
Social cheirman Franz Josef Struss is
“steadfastly opposed to & Grand Coali-
tion under the cxisting circumstances.”

Lower Suxony Minister of Finwnce
Leisler Kiep sces no good regson for
taking such a step. And FDP politician
Otto Graf Lambsdorfl is taking comfort
in the observation that the SPD mem-
bers in favour of a Grand Coalition are
net in uny poesition of particulur impor-
lance or influence.

The public’s present altitude towards
a mijor Coalition is born of pasl politi-
val experience. When the Federal Re-
public was founded Konrad Adenzuer
had to go to considerable lengths to bring
ineven a CDU,;FDP Coalition.

And in 1966, somewhat uneasily. the

14

- -

Grand Coslitlon was set up with the SPD.___.

CDU and CSU. I was tobe the only Coali-
tion. Tue fact that with a mini-Op-
position between 1966 and 1969 the
extreme left and right wing growgs
outside the Bundestag grew considerably
hes made a lasting impression. And at the
moment there are no signs that feelings
are beginning to change on this score,
(Stddeutsche Zeltong, 25 January 1977)

Continued fro.m pau; 2

developing countries, commodity expor-
ters .and the industrialised word to
defline - a new inlermational economic
order, . . - =
- With, g view to speeding up the Poris
talks Europe-may be able to lend anot-
her helping hand, -and mere particularly
this country, albeit unofficially. :
Former US Defence Secretary: Robert.
5.. MgNamara, . president -of the World
Bank, hos suggested. that former Bonn
Chancellor Willy  Brondt, the Nobel,
pepce prizéywinner who now heads both:
this couniry’s.Socjal Democratic Party:
and the .Socialist. Intemational, .act as a
intermedlary. .. e e
Representatlves of botlr . Industrialised,
opd Third - World governments : reckon
Willy Brandt.could succeed in outlining
to.all concerned -the ofher sides” inlerest
ad-thus in paving: the way . for. com-.
promise. .ii:.ioou S e
_*Honest- brokers you -can ftrust have
grown- few. anl. far. between,” one Arab
delegation noled et the signing cerema-,
ny in Brussels. “If there still. is one he,
ought tq be sent for™ - . = .. -

JSL TR (Yonvllrls.-a:!a‘_;iarul.lry'l?'.l'l)
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Heinrich Geissler nominated as

new CDU secretary-general

'Y

Pugnacious Helnrich Gelssler, 46, at

present Minister for Social Affeirs in
the state cabinet of the Rhineland.Palatl.
uate, has been nominated as the new
secretary-general of the CDU by parly
chairman Helmut Kohi,

The nomination was announced at a
recenl conference of the CDU execulive
committee. Helnrich Geissler will thus
succeed Kurl Biedenkopl who resigned
reeently.

Geissler is reputed to enjoy crossing
swords with the opposition and winding
up in a clinch. On one occasion, when
the SPD Member of Patiament Julivs
Lehtbach compared him with Cassiug
Clay, Geissler had his press office issue
4 press release saying that Clay was not
only considcred the greatest, but also the
Fairest fighler,

Geissler is anything bul a man to use
kid gloves when deating with a holly-
disputed issue, '

But cven in disputes within his own
party, Eeinrich Geissler, who has been a
member of the CDU's social affairs
commitices ever since the publication of
his doctoral thesls, by no means treads
gingerly.

_In his thesis which dealt with the
rights of conscientious objectors in ace
cordance with Article 4 of the Constiiu-
tion, Geissler arrived at the controversjal
conclusion that the Constitution pro-
Iect'cd any form of decision based on
one's conscience.

His commitment in the social alfairs
committees has carned him the eputa-

I.".

Miner Slab it

tion of being a “red” within the ranks of

the CDU. '

Geissler, the father of three sons, be-
came interested in politics while study-.
ing law, Initially, he was the chairman
of the Ring of Christisn Democratic
Students at Tilbingen University and was
subsequently elected chdirman of the
socalled Young Union in  Baden-
Wiirttemberg, ' "

In 1965, Geissicr, then sged 35, was
tlected & member of the Bundestag for
the Reutlingen district. '

Aflter two years in the Bundestag he
was, os he himself put it, “greatly dis-
appointed.”

Determined not to waste the best
years of his life in the Bundeslag, he
ladly accepled when Helmut Kohl,
whom he had known since his student
days, offered him his present  cabinet
post in Mainz, And, as he recently put
it, “I have never regretted {his decision®

Herr Geissler, who would hLave cole-
brated his tenth anniversary as Minister
for Social Affairs next May, is not only
considered a (ighier, but is also known
a5 & nan who is ready to roll up his
lslccvcs and lend a hand at the drop of &
hat,

At the height of the energy crisis,
when Sunday driving was banned, he
peddled 15 miles in order attend a parly
rilly, undeterred by the bitter cold. Strol-
lers can frequently see him jogging
through a forest near his home in the
carly moming.

Heinrich Geissler, who has been a
member of the Public Services and
Transport Workers Union since’ 1958,
has made a nation-wide name for him-

self as a result of his draft bills and pro-
Brammes,

* Heinrich Gelsslor
(Photos: Sven Simoan)

It was due to his initiative that Rhine-
land-Palatinate was the first Federal state
to have a kindergarten legislation; and
lhe hospital legislation introduced by
him stipulated that the medical directors
of hospitals must share special revenues
with their medical staff,

Rhineland-Palatinate was also the first
state to introduce enlightened senior ci-
tizens’ legislation. Moreover, Geissler in-
troduced a social centre for the ambula-

tory treatment of elederly people and for
family assistance,

A planning committee for social policy
which Geissler established in 1974
was among the first to draw attention to
the lorthcoming cost explosion in the
health secotor. This committee subse-
quently provided a down-to-earth analy-

sis of the position of clderly women
in our sacicty,

Heiurich Geissler is considered the
father of the “now social approach”, and
essential parts of lis ideas have mean-
while been integrated in the CDU pro-
gramme. It was therefore no more than

logical to nominate him as the CDU's
new secretary-general.

(Kdlner Stadt-Anzelger, 28 J anuary 1977)

T here is 2 whill of resignation in the
mounting intimations that CSU
Chni_rman Franz Josef Strauss might not
be discinclined to become Alfons Gop-
pel’s successor as Bavaria's premier,

For Sirauss, who has an instinct for
power and indeed for the loss of power,
Bonn will always be valued higher than
Munich.

If the CDU/CSU had not apain failed
to reach their election objective of
achieving the abselule majorily in the
Bundestag — Strauss obvicusly blames
others for this defeat — the CSU chair-
man would tnost assuredly have become
lhe. second (and perhaps, as a grey
eminence, the first) man in'a CDU/CSU-
Government.

Moreover, the manner in which Franz
Josef Strauss brought about the Bad
Kreuth decision to part company with
the CDU and the manner-in which he
subsequently defended this decision and
then rendered it null and void by a po-
Itical compromise demonstrated his
limits as party chatrman.

For the first time in many years, the
man who has hitherto cleverly succeeded
in n.mkmg carectists indebfed ta him
und in gagging his “bosom encmies™ [y
now confronted with opposition within
his own ranks. Thus unrest among the
nunk and file of his party could very
well prove the key to his future atti-
fudes, ' :

Slr.'!uss can of courst assuriic that his
Bavarian ambitions will come true pro.

Bavaria’s Franz Josef Strauss

~ should not be written off

ed
PY PO By e

Franz Josef Strayss

vided he approaches (e malfer with the
n_f.ce-:sm:y sensitivity — but, alsa, such sen-
Stivity 18 not quite in keepine wi
Persomilly ping with his
Strguss .is not sl_rlving for the Bavarian
premiership on his owth. behalf, but has
Iet it be known [hat e would not dec-

line if called upon to take on this post.
Although the party machinery. is not
exactly running smoothly ot present, it
15 nevertheless likely to provide Herr
Strauss with this office, notwithstanding
ghe_fact that Herr Goppel shows little
inclination at present to relinquish it
prgrnlllamrely. :
here i3 an obvious contradiction:
While Go_ppel upholds his statement
that he will remain in office unti] the
end of his term, Strauss points to an
agreement to the effect that the CSU's
top candidate should enter the election
campaign as “tie holder of this office®,
Strauss’ opponents from other politi-
cal camps are rubbing their hands with
glee ab'out his retreat tq Bavatia, But
they might be wise to give this matter a
second thought, :
For one thing, Strauss will, remain the
chairman of a successful parly in Bavaria
and, for another, the position of premier
of Bavaria is not to be sneezed at, Third-
Iy, such a position would enable Strauss
to moke Federal . policy through the
Bundesrat, Thus, the retreat to- Bavarla
will be followed by a reappearance .in
Bonn, though in a different capacity.: "

(Dor Tagdssplegel, 26 January 1977)

SPD sniping
worries Berlin
Mayor Schiitz

est DBerlin’'s: Governing M,
Klaus Schiltz, 50, is mofge m:xga
bout dissonsion within his own -SPD
ranks than strife with the opposing Cpy
— the strongest party in West Betlin sings
the 1975 election — or with the EDp the

small coalition partner, "
Klaus Schiitz has ncen West Berli:ll‘;
governing mayor since October 1960
and SPD state chairman since May 1968,
His troubles with his awn party g
largely due to the fact that West Betliy
13 an enclave on GDR territory and ag,
result that city’s SPD is involved in con-

stant _provincial bickerings within i

own factions.

This provincialism and isolation han
led to a certain amount of neapotism, m
intertwining of interests and clique for
mations.

.Moreover, it seems that the party hs
failed to learn a lesson from ils crushing
defeat in the last election two years ago,

West Berlin’s SPD is evidenlly unabk
to regenenate itself, to embark on a new
beginning and to mlly around Schilkz,
who is irreplaceable at the moment, In.
stead of coming forward with new idex
and deeds which would confirm it
claim to leadership in the city, the SPD
keeps eroding the governing mayor's
position,

.Klaus Schiitz, a praduate in politica
science, has held the office of governing
mayor longer than any of his predeces:
sors and has managed to step out of lh
shadow of his mentor Willy Brandt, be-

Klaus Schiitz )
coming an ottractive proposition for the

clectorate in his own right. : f

But Schitz s not quite blameless in
connection with his party’s present mé
laise, o

He is an unemotional, matter-of-fact
and realistic pragmatist who approaches
problems with detachment and who hes :
never been known to. occupy himself
with defails. Instead, he has been the
lofty; party boss who has felt himself su -
perior enough to look down- on the in:
ﬁlghtlng of his, fellow party members
with a certain bemusement and. without. :

taking it quite seriously, Lo
His attitude fs that of. the deteched :

intellectual who tries to combine politi- |

cal science and day-ta-day. politics.

But since a serious operation in. fhe.
- dutumn of 1975, his slightly ironic.aiti-

tude -has besn intermingled with a foir
amount of. resignation. oo
. This' laissez faire attitude \vis-a-vis the
‘New- Left”, the “Young Right",. the

_ " Continued onpage 5 © 0 .
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- Planning must start now for a

-

‘revamped social security system

X aving arrived at the conclusion that

“pension Insurances are calculable”,

the new Labour Minister Herbert Ehren-
berg might be in for a rude awakening,

Pension insurances might be calcu-
lable — generally speaking — .but not in
our present situation, Only recently, the
Labour Ministty and the compulsory
Pension Funds failed to reach agreement
on major calculation details for old age
pensions. But at that time, the Govern-
ment's draft bill for revamping
the pension system was already circulat-
ing among interested parties,

There are. two opposing views:

& The Federal Government hopes
that it will scon be able to do away with
the “pensions pile" — or, less humanely
but more clearly expressed, the “pensio-
ners pile® — because, statting from 1978
those bom in the low birth-rate World
War I years will reach pensionable age:
and they could then easily be carried by
the pension contributions of those born
in the high birth-rate years who will be
starting their working lives.

® An analysis by the Bundesversi-
cherungsansialt filr Angestelife (Bfa) —
Federal Insurance Office for White Col-
lar Workers — arrives at the very oppos-
ite conclusion. Considering the growing
popularity of Mexible retirement age,
there is no end of Lhe pensions pile in
sight. .

The senior citizens bom In the low
birth-rate years are largely opling for re-
tirement now.. From 1980 enwards they
will be followed by those born in the
considerably higher birth-rate years ufter
the First World War.

Newly-available figures seem to sub-

Continued from page 4
“Oid Lelt” and the many other factions
within the Berlin SPD and the issues
they consider important has been a con-
tributing factor in the mounting attacks
ont Schitz from the ranks of his own
party. :

As Klaus Schiltz recently put it, "I
have by and large enjoyed my office as
governing mayor.” But in saying so he
probably had his “foreign policy fasks”
in mind rather than-the actual munici-
pal work which the former state secre-
fary in the Foreign Office considers irk-
some routine, el

But Schilitz is- self-ctitical enough to
realise that “this routine perhaps 'entails
the danger of making one- unabie to
grasp and abserb ‘cértain things.” '

The newly-formed Betlin Commission
of the SPD Executive Comniittee under
the chairmanship ‘'of Willy Brandt has
now embarked on.a worse of action lo
help - Berlin’s. SPD- in solving the city's
present and future problems,

The notoriusly bad relationship be-
tween SchOtz and Chancellor Schmidt,
who considers the goveming mayor an
irritating  nagper -whose. - geographical
position on the front line of Osipolitik

prevents him from getting-the objective
political . picture which Schmidt has
from his Bonn vantage point, does little
to improve matters. C

And vet, the dilferent perconalitios of
Schmidt and Schittz would seem almost

Ideal for.a coordinated Ostpolitik, with
each of them playing.his specific role.. '

- Peter Jochen Winters

', (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung
filr Deutschland, 27 January,1977)

stantiate the Bfz calculations. On the
other hand, there is little to indicate that
the Government's calculations are cor-
rect, except perhaps the hope that fewer
senlor citizens will in future avail them-
selves of the possibility of premature
retitement. The Labour Ministry has so
far been unable to say on what it bases
this assumption, . .

It would therefore be wiser to operate
on the premise that In the years to
come, too, people between the ages of
60 and 63 will be so worn by their
working life that they will gladly apply
for their pensions - especially In view
of the fact that the.poorly designed sys-
tem of flexible retirement ages provides
vidually no advantage flor those who
wait until they arc 63.

The unfortunate thing sbout this dis-
sension between the Federal Govern.
ment and the Bfa is the fact that vir-
tually no pollfician takes it seriously.
The politicians’ term of office will end
In the autumn of 1980 — and their
interest hardly extends geyond that time.

But the outlook in the pensions issue
until 1980 is not bad at all. In fact, it is
even better than assumed In the Labour
Ministry only o very short while ago.

By the end of the present legislalive

period in Bonn, says the Bfa, the re-
serves of the Pension Funds will suffice
for two months' payments — always
providing that the economic develop-
ment does not lag behind estimates.
Herbert Ehrenberg had formerly assum-
ed that the financial cushion would suf-
fice for one and a half months’ pay-
ments only.
__Even the Free Democrats in Bonn
who, 11 i ition ne-
gotiations with the SPD, succeeded in
getting the envisaged increase of pen-
sion payments calculated on the basis of
net salaries limited until 1980 at the
latest, have not yet publicly commented
on the latest Bla calculations,

A etal workers are to get an extra 69

per cent in their pay packets this

year, This was proposed by the media-

tors and agreed to by both labour and
management, ,

The bargaining for percentages, —
management offered 4.75 while labour
demanded’ 9.5 — ended by splitting the
differente virtually down the middle.
This outcome was predictable, .

But although this spectacle repeats it-
self year after year, the parties concemed
act as if they had escaped disaster by the
skir of thelr feethi,,” ' S
., Manegement and labour tear their hair
and ndmnit defeat — a defeat, however,
which, or so they say, is only just toler-
able. But the whole thing is a well-es-
tablished ritud] of wage agreements and
once évery-thing is over, the two parties
feel that they have done their ‘duty for
the time being, In' any event, both, of
them kriew lorig beforehand - what the
outcome would e, """ -7 T '

The question Is, iow well''the rest of
the people-in this country take: this 6.9
per cent deal.:i- - .. .-

It is to be expected (or foared, depen-
ding- on the vantage .poini) that .the
other. branches of ‘.industry.. will. follaw
sult with.similar wage increases. In: other
words, busipess, and the sfate will have
to cope .with increased labour costs and

And yet they would have had every
reason to do so, for after 1980, too, it
will only be possible to adjust pensions
to net salaries due to the unexpected in~
crease in the pensions pile — unless,
that is, the Pension Funds are relieved
by other means as, for instance, the long
overdue participation of pensioners in
the cost of their health insurance.

It would thus seem that the Pension
Funds, having only just started to put
their finances in order, are heading for
their next even bigger crisis — a crisis
which is certainly not minimised by the
fact it will not lake place until the next
decade.

By 1984 at the very latest, the Federal
Government i3 compelled by law to
provids widowers with the same pensions
which widows are entitled to. The finan-
clal consequences of this are as yet un-
fathomable.

Moreaver, starting [rom the mid-eigh-
ties, pensioners and the working popula-
tion will become fully aware of Lhe con-
sequences of the “pill-gap™.

The numerical relation belween con-
tribution-paying workers and pensioners,
which is now already constantly shifting
to the detriment of the working popula-
tion, will deteriorate at a dramatic rate.
Many are already pguessing as lo how
long the much-vaunted deal Letween the
gencrations, in other words between
young and old, will hold,

Today, it takes 2.38 working people to
pay for one pension. In 1985, this figure
will drop to 2.24. But it must be borne
in mind that not every insured person pays
contributions.

It is quite conceivable that ihis refa-

__tion will drop to two to one in the

course of the next decade. And cven if
working coniribution payers were to
achieve high incomes due to progress in
productivity and job security — and these
are (wo rather daring suppositions —
and if they were thus in a position to

Bonn throws in
the towel over
economic policy -

the working population will get more
‘money — though only nominelly so.” .
' What does all this entail for the eco-
nomic development in the immediate
future? The answer is quite simple: .
Nothing! But his “nothing” must not be
mistaken for something positive as the
business year 1977 get under way.’ It
means that, while monetary stability: is

not really jeopardised, the -unemploy-
ment rate will remain unchanged.: Fhe:
6.9 per cent is not exactly provoontive. ;.
., The only one who felt himself pro-
voked was Minister of Economic. Alfair§
Hans Friderichs whose® economic! tore-
cast for 1977 was baked "on: lower; whge -
increases. e et

. In other words, his figred contériiing

-

monetary stability and egonofinjo groWthe": g

(whatever thiit “ears Tn°. & "phage” 6"

siagnation) might no. longer hiold-true. -

pay higher contributions, the deal be-
tween the generations will reach toler-
ance limits. :

When tonfronted with such' faets, so-

cigl policy-makers usually reply that
there is nothing they. can: do against
such long-range developments.

The diminishing procreation drive of

our citizens, they say, is as much outside
their control as the economic develop-
ment of the next 15 years, In any event,
they maintain, legislation can at best be
planned four years ahead.

But herc lies the danger, Our soclal

security system with all its ramifications
must degenerate if we continue to plan
on such a short-term basis. Four vears is
a -negligible period, especially where
pension’ insurance 18 concerned. '

Even the inteliectual and administra-

tive prepamtion of the adjustment of
pensions to incomes progression of 1957
— an_important but not exactly difficult
relorn project — look more than four
yoars.

If one compares the promise of that

time with what is confronting us today,
namely to bring our present system of
social sccurity safely through the eigh-
tics and Lhe nincties, it is obvious that
the issue must be tuckled now.

The creation of a uniform social sccu-

rily system which would encompass go-
vernment officinls as well as the self-
employed calls for therough preparation
which would have to include an exten-
sion of the state’s financial purticipation
in the social security system.

A bit of this realisation seems o have

found its way to the Labour Ministry.
Herbert Ehrenberg s announced thal
he will appoint a commitice which,
among other thinps, will deul with the
new widowers' pensions which must be
implemented by 1984.

But neither the Minisier nor his col-

leagues know when this committee will
begin its work, who will be on it and
what other tasks it will deal with. In
fact, the Minister and his collcaglies arc
not even sure whethes thcy should con-
cern themselves with the matter before
1980.

Dieter Piel
(De Zedt, 4 February 1977)

Labour end management could cel-

tainly contribute to such a policy pro-
vided both of them agreed on a more
active wage policy. For it must be bome
in mind that wage deals between five
and- eight per cent give the worker no
mote, money than he had in the previ-
ous year.- Higher faxes and incressing
~ social security contributions on fop of
the' normal inflation rate have seen to
this. .
. The consumer thus continues to be
short of cash, which means that the
consumer boom cannot materialise and
“thJs is turn means that big investments,
“"too, are .unlikely. After all, why should
Industry invest- when demand is insuffi-
- - cient to providé’ it wilh work to capaci-
N BT

'
.

;_Adﬂiti&hfﬁf-'q&@,ﬁﬁn1ptio:| could tempo-

marily negate. the' old economic law that

rising wages rriean rising costs and there-

fore + ‘diminishing : buying power of

* . .pionéy’» But ‘such additional consump-

' %muld solye at least part of our uns
et

lm'_iitépl‘@ﬁlem' — though not the
o = . "

g parf oF it _
A active-wage. policy, however — and

But how much importance st be.: it wounld: be dishonest not.tp soy so —

pttributed to the figures on whicli the .

forecast is based? They -only.show that
the Federal Republic hes thrown in the
towel where active economic policy Is
concerned. AT

wailld enlail, risks for our economy, and
., that is the last thing we need, ‘

Emst Willenbrock

(Deutsches Allgamsines Sonnjagsblalt;
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[

vither g boom nor a new recession,

N That ly the econgmic forecast for
the Fedoral Re&ubiic for 1977 by Eco-
nomic Affalrs Minister Hans Frld{rlqhs.
In it he sticks mainly to the November
repott of thie Council of Economle Ex-
perts (the Five Wise Mei); but sounds a
fote of cautlon, - B B
All in all, the official data concening

this year's expected economie develop-
ment can be termed “so-so",

One of the remarkable :aspects of ‘the
report is its retlcence concerting con-
crete data about economic and :monetary
lpolicy lo be pursued this year,

" Such data are required by law, bul in
this instance the Government took te-
fuge -in cvasiveness. The hoped-for re-

ripes for the economy fuiled to materlal-
s0: ! L

Bul it might perhups have been up-
reasonable to expect Such recipes, for
the dilemma with which economle poli-
cy-makers have been faced [ately is ob-
vious. The stumbling blocks-can be list-
egl as follows: The round of wage nego-
cmhm!s is ncaring its climax; forelgn
trade is hampered by uncertzinties; and
the choice between inflation and defla-
lion is anything but easy.

The Government can hardly be ox-
pected to make clear recommendations
to mansgement and labour — both of
whom cherish their Independence —
conceming wage deals,
B ; infimate
the Importance of restraim| in wage
de::l'ands m‘ljd recommended that this
year's wage deals be roughly the same
those of 1976. i -

Bul at the same time the report dam-
pened the expectations of business
whose incomes should rise by botween 9
and 10 per cent — in other words, less
than generally assumed. T

This is significant because m the
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Bonn's economic targets
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Federal Republic 14,
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Indispulable OECD statistics reveal g
.o q!nﬁbarra[sfing -fact for the afflyent f,
“ “dustriallsed natlons; The richest of theg
natlons provide, proportionate to their
GNPy the'least development gid gy f
shott'of 'the UN mark of 0.7-per ébﬂﬂ
the GNP.-© P oo et 0 T
Thus, 'for -instance,
lic, the United States; Japan and Swithe,
land 'are sull far from reachlng this gy,
get, which was set as far back as 1970, .
:+ Committed policy-mekers In the d
velopment gid sector in this- country
ill at-ease wherl faced with he fact thy

the Federl R.epﬁ.b.

same breath, the 'répdljg :_SllfFSSQS ;t'hc fixie

portince of profits fof invesjments and

lhus for the creation of sorely-needed

Jobs, It scems cvident thot the Govern-
:pent was loath to slep on’ apybaly's
oes, o

The bugbear 'Pi'ui-elgn trade? Is verly

l‘l.‘ﬂl.-'E_Vcl_l with the best .will in the
world i is impossible at this ‘stago- to

make anything even resembling an accu-
rate forecast, .o .

" And-finglly therc 15 the question‘of a

boaster shot for the economy, to b ad-
ministered by the state. ‘Thic "report
knows no answer to this question. The
Gq\_remmem I8 still groping In the dark
trying to find a middle-of-the road: solis-
tion betweern inflation and defiation, be-
tween siepping on the gas and putting
on lh_e brakes. Both woukl scem neces-
sary if full employment and cconomic
growth are to bé secured once more.

It would be rather -intoresting o soe

when the Federal Government will stop
playm_g it close lo the chest where this
issue is concerned, - ' '

Though the report once more men-

tioned the 10,000 million deutschmark
Government programme as a boost for

nomyy-the~-Brmbiesbarlk ' (fis

country’s Central Bank) fenrs that this

would have an inflationary cffect, '

It seems that Bonn is mther inélined

lo accept somewhat higher * inflation
Totes in order -to:get the economy off
1the g_rgl:lng; whlille the Bundesbank fs de-
ermined to ourb inflation and fajours a
slowér, but healthy 'a%d‘sus?airie‘il' eco-
nomig yowth. \ l_.r_pnﬁarﬂ Spie!_hafer

.(Nordwest Zgltung, 27 January 1977)
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: (Cobinet draft) -
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- Budget up by"..
. 0.2 percent '’
[ e Eédent Budset for 97 apr
. proved by the Cabinet on 36 Januy-
ary, provides for an. incregse in. expendi-
ture of 6.2 per, cent from. 164,000 il
lion to 171,800 million. deutschmarks. ,
- The Government will have to jtake: up

loans to. the' tune of, 23,000 million

deutschmarks in- order.to - balance - the
budget, : BT

The . new -budget. hﬁs nllocatcd
DM37,300: million to the sectors of la-

bour and the sdcial system and
DM32,400 to defence. .

The Ministry of Labour:ant Soclal Af-
falrs' will have 2.6 por:cent less af its
" disposal* in' 1977 thdn' In"the previouk
"year because the Federal Labour Office
in Nurémberg no longer needs subsidies
from Federal coffers. e

_ The ‘item Post ahd" Télecommunica-
tions has dropped from DM298.4 mil.
lion in 1976 o' M5! million because
the' Pgst Office will henceforth “repay
the principal and interest ori - former
loans'from its'own resourchs. This is the
smallest' item in tho new budget, -~
The Cabinet ‘also approved Finance
.Ih_llnxstgp Hans Apel’s medium-range
financial plan, presented with {he budg-
ef, and which aims at rédl'l'ci'n% 'the gh-
_ual budgetary ‘deffeits by ‘hdditignal ‘re-
“venues resulting from  thie” ihdtease” of
VAT (Valuk "Added Tak)" ffom' ity pre-
sent 11 lo 13 per cent os of 1978,
The Cabjinet has thi§ given ‘the ‘iree
light for the fofthcohing ‘tax’ 'lpagk'a'g,;
which ' provides Tor ‘tax relief i certhin
sectars. Diminished revenues ' of'* 700
million deutschmarks for 1978 4nd 'of
1,300 million in the’ following "yéars

have been token intd adcount.’
The 7.5 per cent increase I tlic 1978
budget over that of 1977 Wis hitiibited
by Finance Minister Apel to additioral
expenditures 'of DM1,800 ‘millioH result-
ing from ucreased child subsidies;' -
The medium-range finance . pig;
which is based on the assumption l:)tt'I n;
four per cent anual growth, " envisages
the following budgets: 1978 DM184.700
mitlion; 1979 DM195800. million; and
1980 DM207,500 miliion. . .. & "

R LI
- .FDP l'mdgetury. expert Hoppe-saidithat
the Lnvisaged Investments, . would -help
stabilise the economy without -affecting
anti-infationary policies, . T
- SPD Methber: of -Parliamerit Westph il
welcained the 400 ‘million ﬂeutachmgﬂgs
set: aside for the Improvermurit- of : the! si
tuation -on the labour market: = ¢ :ivven:
‘(Lutiecker Nhchslchteny 27 Fastisaey ) 977)

the Fedeml Republic ranks pretty inug

gt ‘the: bottom of tlio list of providers ul'h

assistance. In Europe: alone, this coun|

is behind Denmark, Belgium, Franeg

Norway and Sweden. - N

- This discomfort is to some extent tly
dltributable-to the fact that the. Feden

Republic scems to be stepping rathy

gingerly during talks in the North-Sol

Iqu_al'ogue on & -new international econg
anic- ‘order aimed -at bringing about s
‘more equitable distribution of wealth.

. Moreover, accusations lcvelled againg
‘Bonn in thiz connection do not alwi

originate- from the ranks of the Thig

World. Many of them are levelled g

home, in intermational economic com

:r'nittee's_ and within the EEC. '

© And. yet the Federal Republic hal
good reasons not to yield instantly t
pressure exerted by the Third World it
demanding a network of raw materiss
agreements  which would puarante
equitable prices for the suppliers,

Existing agreements of this natur
have.-failed to prove effective. But bs
cause this is so, and in order to rci
its credibility, the new Federal Goven
ment should not restrict itself to- reject <

Ing such proposals, but should instead
present a workable alternative to the:
perfectionist ideas of the developing,
nations,

) It is obvious that this will not be pos
sible without certain control meck
anisms in favour of the poor countrie
of the Third World, notwithstanding the
fact that adherents of o pure markel
economy in our country consider this?
disastrous form of planned economy.-

i On the other hand, it is o well-estab-
lished . foct that .tho principles of
market cconomy as. hitherto practised in
trade rolations .. between. industrialised
and . developing .nations have faited 10
stop.. the iincreasing Impoverishment. of
the Third World, .. .. .. . ...

Chancellor Schmiut scems to be aware
of the gravity of ithe conflicts that might
arise. from this situation, as bornie out:by
the- fact that he dealt at. considersblé -
length with the North-South: problem In
hi§ .. govemnment: *policy . - statemenl,
promisingito. provide more . assistance 0 -
the poorest of the Third: World nations::
i But- the budget with: which the De:
VeImeent Ald' Minstry hds .been endow '
ed is only insignifcantly greater. thian In
the previous year.;. © ., ..., - !
It is quite conceivable that.the:ilatest
oil \price increase: will: eat -up-funds .
Wwhich the industrinlised nations:had orl* .
ginally earmadkéd for idevelopment:isid, .
- ‘The -attitude of the: nouvea: riche oil-
producing ' nations' ‘towards";the:. Third

World with:.alf- it intemal: :conflicts hias |

certainly not been fres of ‘gelfishiness.

- But ‘this Iy no.reason for: the Federal .

Republic and ‘other industrialised‘nations
of theWest a5’ well ‘a3 those of the East
bloc: to: penalisethe: Third: Warld* by
f.vitlll_h?]dmg- vital developmient ald. -

[ : iH el I
N RainerSthdbAdialg’ 18 Tueri 1977
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Competition makes Europe’s
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utope’s ricultural  poli s
Egmogl:ally ncgomlng cof gp Onl'y
once 4. year at West - Berlin's
“Green Week " agricultural show -
is major European agricultural policy put
on show, so to speak, with the public as
spectator. But Berlin provides only the
stage; it is not the place where such
policy is made,

It is amazing how many prominent
politicians  guther at Berlin's Rudio
Tower for the occasion. The “Green
Weck™ has a reputation of providing an
excellent backdrop for meetings, talks
and the establishment of new contacts.

The course of Europes’ agricultural
policy — though hotly disputed — is set.
Though critics still” demand’ teforms,
improvements are restricted to matters
of detail rather than the concept as a
whole. The policy Is gradually coming of
age.
The objections raised against the agri-
cultural policy at present in effeet re-
volve primarily around expenses, for the
costs of our “green Europe™ are rising
constantly and there are -ever-growing
surpluses of which Europe can rid itself
only by means of high export subsidics.

Al the same time, imports from non-
FEC countries, whivh have a depressive
‘effect “on’ prices, must be curbed by
meins of special levies, ©

Production which doecs not correspond
with the exigencies of the market is
spreading in many sectors, protected by
the Communily's markel regulations and
ut the expense of the taxpayer.

A positive aspect lies in the fact that
Europe's egricullure has gained in
strength as a result of the Treaty of
Ronte, .

it has earned- well, it has re-inivested
and a great many unviable agricultural
and related enterprises have been dis-
continued.

There are only few regions within the
Community where the rural ipopulntion
suffers from want. With & few excep-
tions, the agricultural sector is no longer
o “source of political: and: social :distui-
bances™ o
' But ‘even so, it can rightly .be asked
wlhether all this could not have been
achieved at & leésser cost. - :

At the time Europe’s' agricultural
market was conceived; ils instigdtors
maintained that the high cost was jus-
tified as-a means of :achieving the majbr
goal, namely ‘the:monelary and écono-
mic union of Eruope. - . - :

But - these . illusions "no longer ‘exist,
and in-pracfice agricultural policy is now
unable to proceed beyond.patchwork,. - -

~The public-at large is hot fully aware
of this because the issuc i3 obscured by

regulations, red tape and “agriculture’ of-
ficislese”. In faet; as things now stand,
there i3 even a danger that ‘gur “green

Europe” might hamper a-more far-reach-

ing union due to-constant bickering in

the agricylture sector.: - o

- But it-would be- a:fallacy to put the

Whole blame on Brussels, ‘The problerh

that confronted ‘the Community-when
the Treaty of Rome was sighed "can be
summed -up as the transfoymation of an
ogriculture whigh in times. of shortages

agriculture policy‘grow up’

was entirely production-ociented, into a
market and sales orlented branch of the
economy which — regardless of what
this might cost — Is no longr forced to
increase production. -
This change of course could almost ba
termed on agricultural revolution and
met with heavy resistance from various

‘nafional quarters, .

The most honest of the proponents of
the new course was EEC Vice-President
Sicco Mansheit who made no bones
about the fact that there were too many
uncompetitive sgricultural enterprises in
the Community. which had te disappear
if' ngriculturé Wwas to recover.

In order to steer agricultural produc-
tion in the right dircction, Mansholt was
even courageous erough to calt for price
teductions. * o

Ris ideas, which subsequenily became
known as the Mansholt Plan, today form
a chapter. of agricultural . history. And
discussions at the “Green Weck” were
matked by the Mansholt Plan fot many
years. . oo

Mansholt was responsibic for the
Community’s agricullural pelicy from
1958 to 1972. He was succeeded by
another Dulchman, Petrus Josephus

Lardinois; and since | Jangary 1977 this
post has been held by the Dane Finn
Olal Gunedlach. He, too, represents a

Agricultura Ministér Josef Ertl gt the opening of the “Green Wesk” In Berlin

foreign trade (on a global scale) oriented
country which favours agricultural ex-
ports and a streamlined agriculture,

This would lead one to assume that
the Brussels-“head” of Europe's “greén
market” would be anything but narrow-
minded. And, indeed, Manshalt’s revolu-
tionary proposals bear ‘witness to. edm-
mitment in the right direction,

One of Mansholt’s most outspoken
opponents at-the'time was the then pre-
sident of the Geiman Farmers® Assocla-
tlon, the late Edmund Rehiwinkel. Whe-
never the two met the sparks would fly.

‘But at’ least there was always some-
thing happening in that era. All this has
changed, however, and ‘the flimes  of
dispute have diéd dowh. !

" As Mansholt ‘once put it: “Our great
ally s the coét element.- Neither go-
vernments nor ‘the ‘peoplé can in ‘the
long run afford to spend enormolis
amounts in order fo destroy suipluses,”

“This is the -cardinal problem which
the Community’s agricultural polley has
been unabl¢ to solve so far. This policy
is hampered by the fact that nztional
interests are always given priority by the
policy-makersThe stalls at Berlin’s
“Green Week” bear witness lo growing
competition and should serve as a warn-
ing. :

Old and new agrcultural producers
from all parts of the world — among
them a growing number of developing
nations — are making a bid for the Eu-
ropcann market, and it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to justify and finance
protectionist measures.

Europe’s agriculture las enjoyed a
long and effective closed scason. But
this cunnot last for ever.

(Der Togessplegel. 30 January 1977)
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I+ 1n+ -{Photo: Schirner)

o Prodice from 35 countrieson

"I hirty five, couhtries' dre reprsented
T at'this years “Green Week" agricul-
ture sho'w in West Bétlin, ' " * -

In view' of 'dlmit‘iishlﬁg " populatioii
figures. and @ market ‘which' has largely
teached satufation point, food pioducets
cannot expect to incredse the volurhé ‘of
production. = . T Tt
. But even so, this branch of Business,
whose present turnover'of ‘some 90,000
million deutschmarks pét annum makes:
it one of the most important scciory.of
our economy, is very adept in entlcing
the consumer to Iricrease bis slahdaids
and in titlilating hi$ appetite for special-
ties from qll parts of the world. | . ...

i It is in this. Jight thet we must view

the heavy participation of ;foselgn Rro-

ducers at, Berlin’s ‘.‘Grﬂ‘-_l.l..w.??]"}'uﬁg eyl

tyral show which was officlalty opened
by, Agriculfure Minisiet Sosef, Eqfion 27
January. BT S

With - 35 counirigs, having:, nptlonal
stells at the show, foréign participation
Is greater than . ever: before.: Moreover
there are 170 Indiyjdual exhibitors from
gbroad., . 4 oL i e
I, The  Federa] Republic is represented
by 430 individual exhjbitors. ., .

‘The prime objective,of the exhibifors
was to do, business with Berlin. For_the
Federal Republic, the exhibilion. fulfils
the function of a test market. dets

-, (MUnchner Merkur, 26 Januery lgT‘J)

Drought hit -farm™

. outputy bays report

he European Community’s much-
L maligned. . agricultural: policy has

brought many’ sdvantages’ to the 258

million consumers in the EEC member
nations — above all by securing thelr
supply of with agriculturl products.

The guumn;:ed;, minimum; .prices for
agricolturdl ' Products not ¢ only "tprolect
the Community’s nine million farmers
from intolerable risks so far as their
indomes ‘are concerncd, but ‘they haye
also had the effect of making “our con-
sumers live in the lée of stormy price
developments on world markets,”

The Annual Report 1976 on the State
of Agricuiture in the Community
stresses the importance of ‘- cerfain
stabllity” ol .food prices which — in
most EEC nations — have risen at a les-
ser. rate than consumer prices ,

The report dmws special attention to
this fact in relation to the immense in-
crease in oil prices. .

According to firsl estimates, the re-
port says, agricultuml production has
dropped both in volune and in quality
as a result of the Jdrought in the summer
of 1976.The 22,000 million deutschmarks
spent  in finuncing the Comnmmity's
agricultural policy in (976 — umounting
to close to one-third of the total EEC
budget — made up a mere 37 per cent
of total expenditures of the Communi-
ty's nine member nations for agriculture
(including spevial messures in favour of
consumers, as for instance the cheaper
sale of butter and subsidies for sugar
purchascs on world markets),

Private houscholders™ expenditures for
food and drink are Jdiminishing in pro-
porditmt W overddl spending, Acconling

to the last avajluble figures, these expene
ditures amounted in the Federul Repub-
liec to 204 per cent of the family budget
and. in Ireland to 38.7 per cent.

The drop hus bLeen most significant

with regard to the per copita consump- |
(3] ;t

tion of potatos, brend, buttet ani fre
milk products, On e olhier hand, con-
sumption of fruit, vegetubles, sugar,
meat, eggs and cheese has inereased.
Corntsumer habits within the EEC dif-
fer widely. Thus, for instance, the
Frenchman drinks fifty times more wine
peér annum than his Germun counter-
pat, “but hé drinks only one-thind the
amount of milk an Irishman’ consumes.
In view of the fact that, where some
produets are conecerned, agriculidre pro-
duces more than needed for domestip
consumption — in the case of skimmed
milk: powder, butier and beef: this sur-

- phis 'hes ‘cauged -high storage: costs — it

should be bome in mind, ihe report
says, that an’ excesgive dependence on
shipménts from ndn-EEC couhtriés also
has its problems. _ _ .
. This is exemplified by 'such ltems as
piotein- animal ‘food (especially soya
béans) 'Where tlie * EEC ‘must cover' 8()
per cent dfits requitements by imports
from rion-EEC countdes, ~' " ¢

The, Cotimunily’s agricuitube is- seve:
jely  bufdénéd * by the cohsequences’ of

the” ukisthblg” ‘Mohetary ~ situation. Thz

Brussel$ report ‘goes on' to ‘say that th

once ‘ nitiformi 'ngticultural, thirket’ was

wivide ;
the end of 1976,/ - i ¢ e el
CTTHE

i

iiifo’: deveén _moheta

'wenkness of the: British pound.

wein e s dHans-Peter Ott ¢
.- -{Styttgartor Nochrichten, 26 January 1977)

1y ‘zones ot

Ftié 2,200: niifilon deutsehmarks’ ear~
riced 16" offset ‘madetary Imbalances
*@rderitb provide telief for bioth pro-
ducers and consumers) in the’ EEC
budgel will “presumably e exceedéd by
i Considerable ‘amount” due ‘tdthe

i
i
58
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& MOTORING

Back to the drawhlg-board
er a new VWsafety model]

.A. price,

trying to find out how much safet
be supplied at g rice motori ¢ty can
prepared {o pay, p otorists will be

Volkswagen are the only motor .
ul'uclu_rcrs outside the Uni!ﬁd Stntes“t:fnl:lo
are still working on safely model, It
will l.3e useq exclusively for research, but
is being designed as nearly as possible
with cos! practicability in  ming, It
should be ready for trials by 1980,

_ This latest project is the third genera-
tion of experimenta safety models as far
as Volkswagen are concerned, First came
the ES YW |, built in 1970 to comply
with US_ Bovermnment specifications for
:g:;muln'e safety in the 1,000-kilo cale-

“The ES YW | wys loo heav
] 3 H avy and de-
signed wnh_ too little allenlim{ to eg:-
nolmlc cons:dgralions." Harald Schimiat
f\?l::lsrg eDr rSr:lumlmt is the engincer in
ol research ragen’
Wollsburg works, " Volkswagen'

The firsy Volkswagen sufet g
Wds much more Jike Slamefard .isclllrli%‘ll;!
line mmh_'ls to fook at than jis counter-
garlsldcsmncd by other manufaclurers

Ut it was 4.7 meires (156t 5im) lorui
and powered by a |00 DIN hp engine.

In accordance with ys specificali

] pecificilions
the S _VW | was designed 1o ensure
'Ihcdsun'n'a: of driver and Passengers in g
weid-on collision at eighty Lilomotres o
lour e, plrss ehty hilometres an

TTies

_ . 5 withstand a head-on collision at 64 ki-
jannoveriie Allgeaneie’.
Tt e U7 United States as the VW Rabbit. It wag

utomotive safety is availghle — at a
and Volkswagen are currently

lometres an hour, or forty mph.
: Volk.swagen, for instance, built a safe-
ty version of the Golf, Mmarketed in Lhe

3.9 melres (12ft 10in) long, weighed
897kg (1,9731b) and was po\ﬁemd sbl; a
standard sevenly-hp engine.
It cost severa] hundred
dc'l;‘llschmnrks, Harald Schmikag reckorns,
e main difference between the ES
VW 1 nnq the Golf ES VW 2, he adds
was chqss:s design. In order to nbsorl;
frontal impact the first model incorpo-

thousand

rated two costly shock abs
orbers In tle
framework of the front section,
From the windscreen one section

went up fo the roof while the
other ex-
lt:ndcd down to the doorposts, The pa:-
senger compartnient was complelely en-
clolscd'by this Iramewaork,
N the safety version of the VW G
: . olf
}hc design engincers did not run the
mmework right round {he passenger
compartment; they chose 10 run a fork
arrngement  through its midei
nIoIng the floar, & middlt and
It crash trals (his armngement
; rov-
¢d extremely suceessfyl. The dum!:nies
;vould _:;:m: survived a head-on crash
ven with a much larper ¢ i
NSU Re e ger car, such as the
The front section of the G
. olf wr
Smushed  up, by the pussen‘;::

sign affords,

catering for

regardless of accident statisti
The Wolfsburg safety gin

ed by analysing aecident

aceident
cominents,

lle was explaining the position to

sily of Technolo ¥

vonmpariment remained intact i

the windscreen nor act. Neither 10 be drawn up ; juneti i
oor wi ) " P In conjunctio

shatiered. The dour, Mdows were UK, (he Motor Insu:-ers Alssc:‘:igf

stayed

up:‘ml‘il nomrally nﬂerward:. st ut
olkswagen nromplly capitalised

tllllic expertment, fitling out ll?c new Al?dni

rU with a fork _I'ramewnrk in advance

ob any safety specifications that might re.

thon. “Accident
be _the overrid
Schimkat reckans,

1

with US madels in mind, and although
L-uropgan and . Japanese manufaclurers
complied with them in respect of lighter
nmd_els, their safety versions bore scant
reluhon. lo eilher accident Slalislivs or
economiv considerations,

S0 Daimier Benz, Opel 2
N . Opel and Volkswg.
y:n amended the US specifications for g
second  gencration of safely  models
These new  models Were  designed tu'

Methanol-mijx fuels

not before 1982

"\I olar fuels consisting of a bl n
J. ; 1 end
conventional petrol, of usaline
;md methanol, or methylated spgirils "111:::
Ol‘lgﬂ'l' present  the sliphiest prub'lem
technologically, g they cannot pe
mz.lrrl}:etml before 1952 g the earljest

ese, In a nutshell, are cong ;
reached afer full-scale trigls conl(?:i?:j

by the Bomn Ministry of Researeh any

Technology in conjuncti i
' ! jwnclion with Vylks.
wagen, ADAC (the Munich-based I:Otos-

ting organisalion), West Hedin's Sp
of llealth and Envirornmenta| r‘;;t!;llr.;r

the Federal Eqvi )
sche Shell, lh'::li-sjl:lcllmnt Agency, Deut-

and BASF.
The trials volved a fleet of 45 togy 3

vehicles and journalisis w; i
SIS were hriefe
the resulls gefed on

Advisory Couneij]

at o Frankfort press confer-

(Frankfurter An emelne Zo
fur Deutschiond, lsl-'ehn:l;}f‘ll';:;?

o LA ] .
over the country were

ilwake

helow par, Between (wo and three in the

morning we ure spye
1 N 4
e averge vigilanee ot the cont befow

olorists at the wheel of sophistj-
].V.[caled vehicles are frequently l:nlllts'c:f

their depth. Some are unabl i
! . e lo find t}
:':ﬁ:l r:sltaionsc to the given traffie silu.'l:
in\'e'rvn I:. all motorisig daydream gt
This claim was made, on i
_ This ' ) the b
.Frcntlflnz_ evidence, hy meessorns‘:’f’o(l){
Tiller-Limmratly at the fifieenth con.
gress of judpes specialising in traffj,
ca.;.,es,held in Goslar, '
rofessor Miller-Limmroh i
y Who
Ilu:'.':d of the .depanmcnt of work physitf
ogy a! _Mumch _Uni\'ersily of Technolo-
gy, reckons entirely new medical lests

are attributah
e & le not only 1o age or fil.

All drivers daydream
at times, says Munich
researcher

vidents also arse from i
L ucluations j
h'c_nlv we feql. If you have just had g rolx
with the wife you would be well advised
not to drive off straight away » Professo
Miller-Limmroth claims, =~ >’ )
The s:rrése oaf smell gr the sensation of

good

help You stay awake, he addelg.u .-."_ ygg
:i;cltlinvmg any distance yoy reaily ought
¢l cold air reach your feet, Thers ig

nothing like cold f, \
«from, dozing off. e?t_ fqr P_re_ventmg you

Stretching or fa
once every 55 mi
wng to stay awake,

rolessor Milller- Linimyrotj

_ _ 1 we
It:w(;u;!:tm;onbnu:n'l:er of other rr.'sultnstth‘..:ilt1
¥ € {aken into i
pm\'lsligms of the highway :':fi(:-!nt i the
- % your vision is normg]
}Otl Gin make out gn bbstaclle'zslﬂ;
metres shead and fuke (g necessary
Precautions. If your vision is 0 mere %’

to see 125 Mmetres,

a .-.nrm(?'f {I'Q?‘ -
d fo
that human shorlcomings al the w:{::rer;

are attributable nat only 1o age or ill- s s e s ood

nutes s also g good

Research  hag proved

. s oed that all of
d:ydla'am at Inlervals lhmughou:J tfl::
arg' n"m;'srﬁ:;lc'rl; mnlely minutes or so we

1 - O

nable ¢y ool pul out of action ang

“We do not yet kn

W ) y oW whal conse-
;],umu:s this realisation hyg for tru?lr'li:":“
r?\l';:_sslnr Mlillcr-Limmruth noled, '
| ;n!_llly to feact depends on (he exient
O which the t.lm'(-r may be consideny

ke uI!“t:)n{ g:_\'cn lime, Between 2 iyl
il -most of us gre Iwenly per co

per cent _ The Litest drafl traffic regulations she.

¢ily that vision shoujg not be wbr;es ;raer:

over the duy g5 g O otherwise (he applicant will pe

whole, quired to wepr re-
o asses,
Sitwations thal ape likely ta Jead 1o ac Limnirloth reckolmhijs ]ef:l‘?éi':ggrmh&lﬂler.
T = Many people, irrespective: of i
1 their

kD - - M
Volltswagan's experimantal safety
quire the additional prolection the de-

At the present stage of saf,
ety re
VW have abandoned the US pgnciﬁir?;

specific safety requirements

en"g!h;eefrtg_ start-
“ . and traffic pat-
terns. “We cahnot take in every klmliu:ytf

that occurs” Dr Schimkat

transport conference at Hanover Unjver.

A priority list of accident categories is

frequency alone me;
{ n
ing considcmtion,'? Duxt-

There are, for instance, obvious differ-

ght. Injury
drivers ang

____?\

———

'

&@?“:‘e
model

{Photo: anknwugumﬂ,-

passengers must be | i
Phsseng Investigated and

A new look must even be faken af [k

dummy that jg used j i

in crash tria
head muyst certainly be made l: ﬂ
semble the human head morg closely,

Last, but not least, the actuasi
of mjuri_es must be ussessed.m;:l:tlcs;ﬁ
though it may seem. The manageni
are dct_ermmcd to ensure that aven
expenditure js €conomically justified,

Safety is hard to sell
afet, » Manufactur:
a mamtain. Car-buyers would be putu;
by high surcharges for safety. Is (b

i ) g L ad‘ﬂn‘ll

A safely version of jolf, i
; the Golf, it w
5a1d, woulJ cost Toughly the same as tie

current GTT model, whi ale
e » Which, whatever ele

anyone’s idea of g safety car.
Divter Taseh

(Hunnoverseha Aligemoinoe, 2 Fehruary 197)

vision, cannot see at all well iy the dush.
Eg 31:5?1:11 test of night vision ought to:
~ AL night o driver whose aw
veered as he reached out to dinfgc: I?isﬂ'
retle can tulfe up to three seconds to re-
?::;::tuén himself to scanning the dis
fa hl.Jll Ot?t a speet_i of 100 Kilometres
o ! T the motorist will be virually
in fori dlstlance of eighty metres.
K rule motorists poti d
:;gns only when there js gp oa::lc:iti;mﬂ;ll
se!l;:ll Saying, say, “Police check™ They
om pay much attention 1o pedestrian
Crossing signs .or the req triangle with
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said  about it, is not ready

the exclamation point tellin
._ g drivers 1g
IS%olf out for sone unspecified danger.
to? II: esxg;s are 100-per-cent more likely
“Pofive corMe i mind if the . words
o w; check” are dppended to them.
yot;_h Ou automatically drive worse If
Ve not been at the wheel of & car

for weeks or month -
3. After 10,000 kilo
Inetres or so yoy Automatically work thé -

:fltll;u;l[l,?-ﬁfedals, switches and Jevers, but
1y oo Y to do so nosediveg surprising
As a regyit driving bécomés ha .

. rde
l\]'o;orl"jl: l.ht?rcal_.me.you need to con'centratg
e, "hig Physical and mental strain
J .I;f (2 dnvmg a riskier business, )
. t,}rou have been out of action for si¥
o I: 13, say, you will apparently need at
p 180 31X weeks to' reaccustom yourself to
fiving, So, Professor MUller-Limmrotl -
concludeg,.. thing as q' :

¢ y- there |
Sunday e 15 such a

' Detler Bdttcher-}?amdahr .l
(Himburger Abendblatt, 28 January 1977

he pros and cons of atomic energy
having assumed the proportions of

a religious controversy, compromise be-

tween supporters and opponents of nuc-
lear power stations now seems virtually

out of the question, and with both sides
Joggedly arpuing about [undamentals,
the debate Is in many ways typleally Ger-

man.

Supporters have hitherto argued in the
main that nuclear power is cheapoer
than electricity generated by conventio-
nally-fired power stations and that
unless it is developed at full speed, there
will be a power shortage of catastrophic
proportions.

This line of argument, being based on
current market prices, has been knocked
for six in recent months. Reactor cost
estimates have doubled in next to no
time, uranium prices have rocketed and
radicactive waste disposal scems increa-
singly likely to prove enormously expen-

ve.

. Rs for the lights going out by 1930
unless nuclear power stalions are vom-
missioned without Jelay, this particulur
line of argument is now rated a aross
exaggeration.

Supportlers of nuclear power are nol,
of course, motivaled enlirely by objee-
live consilderations. They too have irra-
tional fads, especially a naive belief in
the necessity of economic growth.

The fuel and power lobby may arguc
that it is obliged by industrial consu-
iners to lay on ever grester supplics of
electric power, thus the blame cannot be

laid at its door.

In practice, however, power ulilitics
continually advocate ligher consump-
tion, In our economic system they have
no oplion but to think in terms of in-
creasing output and sales Lke motor
manufacturers and everyone cise, They
can handly be expected to appeal to con-
sumers {o cul back consumplion,

M FUEL AND POWER

Power industry should be
nationalised to save energy

-Opponents of atomic encrgy likewise
have a tnixed bag of molives. For one,
they must don the mantle of a critical
voice of public opinion without having
access to all sources of information.
They represent the interests of the man
in the street against the powerful al-
liance of bureauctacy and industry.

_This, of course, is a bona lide view-
point, but the opponents of nuclear
power also hLave their quasi-religious
fads. If ever irrational fears of the
onward march of technolopy were war-
ranted, then surcly atomic energy is a
sector in which anxiety is justified. Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki speak for them-

sclves, )
Yet the civil rights movement which

nuclear power station opponents have
brought into being has unquestionably
drawn into its ranks individuals whose
denominational sense of mission and re-
ligious fanaticism bear unmistakeable
iraces of neurosis.

What is more, their renks have inevit-
ably been swelled by exiremists who
regand ' Wyhl and Brokdotf, two of Lhe
proposed nuclear power station sites that
have been the scene of repeated sit-ins
und the like over the past yesr or so, as
a stick with which to mobilise opinion
with a view to “smashing the system.”

This being the situation, it is high
time the government stated ifs case. I is
not good enough for a state Premier
who is fweed with the prospect of & re-
nesud succesion of protest demonstra-

tions mierely to argue the need for ever
greater deployment of police manpower,

Seventeen thousand million deutsch-
macks in public funds may have been
invested in nuclear research and deve-
lopment, but this does not mean, by any
siretch of the imagination, that the role
of nuclear power cannot be called into

question.
Should nuclear power be the mainstay

of the economy or ought the pace of
development at least to be slowed down?
Surcly o reappraisal is warranted now
that opponents of atomic encrgy no
longer merely appeal to irrational fears,
but increasingly base their arguments on
specilic safety and environniental con-
siderations,

It is not a matter of putting hack the
clock of technologival development.
Mankind is not going to regain tis pre-
nuclear innocence. But there is still time
to tuke it eusy and not plunge headlong
into nuclear development.

We still have & sufficient amount of
alternative energy sources, even though
they may prove more expensive lo con-
vert into electric power. We can still al-
ford Lhe seeming luxury of pausing for

thought. . .
It order not o plunge into abject

dependence on atomic energy the Fede-
ra government would, of course, need to
launch without deliy a programme JJe-
signed o effeet  substantial  energy
savings.

her aperivdd of years and with the

aid of investments and- tax incentives
the growth rate in energy consumption
must be reduced perceptibly. A naive
belief in numerical growth rates, rejoic-
ing in additional annual consumption
tolalling thousands of millions of kile-
watts, must give way fo what might be
lermed internal expansion.

Each and every power station can be
taken as an example of the scope for
energy-saving wc have within easy reaclh.
Two thirds of the heal generated at the
average power station plays no part in
producing electric power. It is waste, a
by-product that is either pumiped into
thin air or into the nearest river In the forim
of hot water from the cooling system,

As for {he remaining third, helf of it
is used to mect the low-temperature re-
quirements of domeslic consumers who
could be well served by the heat that is

wasted,

But a rethink along these lines will
need to be conducted in the teeth of
opposition from the fuel and power lob-

by, which is siriclly market-orientated.

So there is logic in the idea of gra-
dunlly nalionalising he whole power in-
Horst-Ludwig

dustry as proposed by

Ricmer, the North Rhine-Westphatian

Minister of Econamic Affairs.

No one is upset newadays by the idea
that roadbuilding has been nationalised.
The government amd local authorities

have taken on a nicaningful

and

worthwhile job in assuming respensibil-

ity for road construction.

Energy is un even more imporiam
sector for whivh the government might
well asswine  responsibility. aving the
wiy for o political reform of this magni-
tude would surely be an epoch-making

challenge, Peter Klhikenhorg

(Y oan! furcer Hundscliwr, 31 Janary 192 7)
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Ml EDUCATION
¢ 9
Host language
[ ] L]
vital for fore
[ ]
schoolchildren
P reparglory school systems in a nu-
ber of European countries will have
to be mdically reorganised and adapted
to cope.with the literally millions of
children of foreign workers.

Sixty delegates and observers from nine-
teen member states of the Europesn
Council met rccently for a week-long
sympasium In Berlin to discuss how this
can best be done and what changes are
necessary.

Language problems proved to be 2
main focus of attention for alll the
countries. Experichee has shown that if
childsen of forcign workers are taught in
theic own Iangunge they do nol bother
to leam the language of the country in
which they are living. )

Nevertheless if they are to have a fight.
ing chance lator on it Is necessary for
them to be taught In both languages, .

The sympostum therefore  recom-
mended that, ot the parents' wish for-
eign children may be taught in thejr
own l:mgqage at preparatory school, but

durlng this time the language - of the
“hos1™ country should be introduced and

later take over completely at school,
Special emphasis was laid on the ne-

cessily of inducing the other children to

accept foreign children at school.

As regards helping the children to in-
tegrale socially, the symposium came to
the conclusion that it is up to teachers
to do more to help them sellie down.
This, education experts felt, should in-
clude some sound teacliing: on ‘the
rudiments of the country's economic
and social structure and culture,

They also porticularly “stressed the
valus of establishing closer contact with
teachers in the children’s home country.

.The symposium further recommended

that primary _school teachers might
meke more. effort to build up a solid
telationship ‘with thelr pupils' parents,
This would narrow the gap between the
children’s home and school lives.

Teachers could work even more effi-

ciently :in. their work with ,children if
they were to act n 2 “go-belween” be-
tween their own_ country and foreign
workers and thelr children..They could
also offer parents help with any prob-
lems they might come up against in
seltling down in their new country.
. The European Council has been work-
ing on solutions lo the particular diffj
culties forcigh workers and their chil-
dren experience ever since about 1970,
Three and a. half million of the six il
lion children of foreign workers in Eu-
ropenn countries are now of school-age.

In IBerIin. where the symposium was
organised by Education Senator Walter
Rasch at the wish of the Ministry of
Education, every third -child bom today
has forcign parents, dpa

(Frankfurter Rundschau, 27 January 1977)

Row in Hamburg over

.. hew teacher contracts

I's-going to be shorter working hours

for newly qualified leachers in Ham-
burg from now on, As from | February
th_ey will only be offered so-called "two-
thirds contracts™ by their employer, the
Ifllnle. Th‘ijs |;1c:|ns that their working
eurs, qand, of M pay wi
oot “m‘.‘ourse, !i.lur pay will be.

secondary  modern  sclicol teachers,
The Teachers Union is demanding
!hut l!:e Senate reverse its decision and
s urging all Works Councils not to ac-
cept two-thirds contracts,
It says the new ruling has been passed

Hamburg is the first state 1o introdyge -
this measure, which is Intended to ease
the job situation for teachers, e
- Although the Hamburg Senate made a
final decision over this on ¢ Jenuary it
has only now been: publicly annoynced,
The Teachers Union is ‘opposing the
measure as “a threat to the efficient
naning of schools.™ '

Like the education authorities in other
states, the Hamburg edycation authori-
ties started giving newly qualified teg-
chers part time work only fast year. This
enabled the siate to employ 434 part
time teachers instead of anly two .
hundred full time teachers. -

The works couneils involved spoke
Out against this, and even an arbitration
board set up after the Labour Manage:
ment Act for Civil Servants was passed
refused to accept {hese part {ime con-
tracts.. The fact that a 25-year old mar.
ricd teacher being paid on average DM
918,73 per month was getting less than
he would on the dJole was bitterly criti-
cised, :

Educ_alion officials reckon that o tea-
cher with a two-thirds contract will lake
hm_ne DM 1.180.22 per month, They
clnm! that bringing in o two-thirds 5ys-
tem is unavoidable at present because of
the large numbers of unemployed lea.
chers and lack of funds in schools o
cmploy the necessary number of full-
time sialf,

At the moment there are about one
thousand unemployed teachers in Hum.
burg. There are plins to engage gram-

without . prior onsultation  with the
—Mm.—-and"mﬂ;“rh_al"'fﬁi"Séﬁate hes

made no pfovision for changing two-
thuqs agreements into full conlrns!s at a
later’ stage. .

The Hamburg Education Department
hn.«__alsq druw:_l ’up_a Bill for a new edu-
cation law which, if passed, will make it
harder lo gein a place at a technical col-
lege or Yocalional training college,
ne?vhges?!hﬁmi'es say, however, that the

Iestrictions will apply only to col-
leges which !mve elready exceeded thejr
intake. _.Hpﬂct!{. patticularly as regards
space and facilities. *  pjefer Syrerer

{Der Tageispleget, 26 January 1911)'

200 firms opt for new . < wam. . ..
" “job tr"'aining- scheme

) F urther education in:this country is

becoming more aind more of a prob-
lem each year. In 1960 in Baden-Wurt-
temberg about six per cant of nineteen-
year olds ieft school with thélr Abitur,
the qualification with which they can be
admitted to university, -

By 1976 over 17 per cént had their
Abitur. And in 1985 it is likely to be
20.5 per cent, Clearly the flood of uni-
versity applications is going to rise, too.

‘Under such circumstances it is neces-
sary to find fair alterriative opportunities
for, further education for school-leavers
with Abitur , T

, At the moment 85 to 90 per cent of
them apply to universities. Buf the rol-
atlvely slight chance ‘they have of fet-
fing a place at all, the fairly lengthy per-
lod of study and the. difficulty of geiting
8 job as a university graduate is bringing
a lot of very bright school-leavers round
:9 the idea of considering other alternn-
ives, .

One such alternative .is available to
them in Heidenheim where a new voeas
tional training college . has just been
opened. Thisis the fourth such college
now in Baden-Wurttemberg. The other
three are in Stuttgert, Mannheim and
Villingen/Schwenningen.

Education  authorities jn Baden-
Wiirttemberg gre hoping to solve the
prqblem of university bottlenccks by ol
f!:rmg school-leavers with Abitur vocg-
tional training courses. For many stu-
dents _these are' likely to be particularly
attractive since they fit them for a de-

finite -job on leaving: college, In .conirast
10 SoIne university courses,

Furthermore, in recent yeurs j
. yeurs industry,
trade and the services s¢ctor have bee{]

clamouring for more triined an -
lified staff, nd

, Already about thirty students have
completed courses al the Baden-Wuri
temberg colleges, . which comprise q -
close and balanceqd combination of
theory and practice, =~ .= -

- I 1972 the three. Stuttgart iy al -
giants Dailmler-Benz, Bosc%:uanldmsutsnlll;lt?!
ard Elektrik cooperateq in working oul
an extre!nely; successful ;: three-yeur .
course. It |pcluded economics, technolg-
gy and sociology combined with q suil-
able amotint of fielg work: -+ - . .

- Two years later the* Baden=Wurttem. -

berg Ministry of Education d

y ecided t
follow up this experiment-and in- 1972
the first two vocational colleges wore -
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ppened, offering students.
ing to state-recognised qualificationg

Ten courses have now beey g,
along the lines of the origing] Stutigey
experiment. For tho ficld of econom;
these include banking, datg procu;m
commerce, industry, transport and insur.
ance. S

'I"Ile tf:-chniunl runge includes electrg
engineering and mechanical engineeriny,
And school-leavers Interested iy socloly
gy can study cither strmight sociology ¢
social welfare, : )

.After a lwo yeuar introductory sy
wich course students sit an Intermedin"
examinatlon. After this they O on §
study their subject in more depth,

After studying successfully for fiy
years students leave college with simit
qualifications to those of university g
duates with the exception that' ihg
“titles” have the suffix BA {Berulsd.
demie) signifying that they have studg
at a vocational college, T

The first graduates of these collys
havé already started work, enteting fim;
already half way up the ladder and golny
into highly specialised and responsibie
Jobs in, for instance industrial planning
accountuncy or marketing. T

For technology specialists thete o
some alluring jobs in production plar
ning and quality control. All these w
areas of trade and industry which- ol
qualified stalf good prospects of rsing
to leading positions. '

In industry the cost of such traihify
for a school-leaver is reckoned oit 8
around 40,000 dewlschmarks, =

A considerable number of firins frov

all sectors of trule und industry I

courses |

now followed the lead of Dalmier-Ber _

Bosch and Stndard Elektrik. Last 4™
tumn  aitogether 210 compunies #
Buflcn-Wurtlc'mhcrg were aclively coop
tiling int new training schemes. '
The Stutfgart experiment  has e
widély geclalmed: throughout 1he Feded
Republic. TTamburg and Kiel have ol
dy ‘copied the Stuttgart scheme and §
milar colleges have been started up it
Bothum, HManover, Cologne ond Ne

uwied, Werer Neilz!
(e Welly 21 Innuary 1977

Art education -
‘neglected’

Acgprding to - the ' Deumschf
S Kilustlerbund (German Arllsls_'éﬁ]
sociation) tog - lilfle nttention s, befy
paid to art education in the Faderl R
public’s schools, Sl
__In an extensive study

which the bomd

* of “the  Kitnstlorbund aqdressed fo 1

Fedenl and State Commission: for Edt,

. Cationat Palnning, it “criticises tH¥ Wit

that “our educational : policy: is F'Sb"f'.?fql
X

i
wfiore:
ion- ¢ fot it
promation of Man's creativi: prowess.;
' The" brifnission of:ﬁ fis¢riction!
ereates- the ‘danger of “siunting the cré,
tive element in biir understanding of §0 -
clal aspects, in science and in living in &
co'r;‘l]:numty in genera)” .
£, e study. also. compalins, about e
fact’ that artistic traintng }s’nfso no lop-|

© Wudy says:that the.creal

meht of educafior is;totallyi

out” schools.. The sty

=]

higher learnig, -

+ - (SBddeyteche Zoitung, 19 Jonuary 1977)i " .

A our Jusltions of -

* Sam Peckinpah

:I
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1._--“.“ .‘-_.. . re o
directs German
anti-war film:
anti-war film
he .opening scenes of the film Stei-

L. ner — das Fiserne Kreuz (Steiner —
the Iron Cross)..depict the essence of
Hitler’s Germany in-a few terse shots of
Hitler Youth planting {lags on a moun-
taintop, interspersed, -wjth brief. docu-
mentary shots of the Third:Reich,. ., .
.As an acoustic backdrop, . bright chil-
dren's votices sing an old nursery thyme.
The title sequences are brilliantly con-
ceived and skillfully executed. , ..

Producer Wolf C. Hartwig carned the
money for this film by his ten-port
series Schulmitdehen Report. (Schoolgilrs
Report) — an cxposé of sex amang
schoolgirls, o .

Steiner — das Eiserne Krevz is based
on the best-seller novel Das Geduldige
Floisch (The Patient Flesh) and with it
the producer is hoping for a box office
hit. And so that this anticipated success
should not be restricted to this country
alone, Hartwig hired (he American Sam
Peckinpah as director. The cast includes
Hollywood stars James Coburn and
James Mason, and German actors Ma-
Ximilian Schell,. Klaus L&witsch and
Scnta Berger.

After 100 days of shooting in Yugos-
lavia, the original five million deulsch-
marks carmarked for the production hiul
trebled. The British EMI concern parti-
cipated with a 30 per cent share. The
film was this country’s most expensive
post-war production.

The story of the experienced combut
soldier, Scrgeant Steiner, whose platoon
finds itself behind encmy lines on the
Russian Front in 1943, is a typical Peck-
inpah story — a story of defeat. Sergeant
Steiner is pluyed by James Cobumn.

The defeat is all-encompassing. It is
the defeat of .the German Wehrmacht in
Russia, of the ambitious and aristocratic
Prussian officer (Schell) who is deter-

he Federal Republics ilwo most

prominent film directors, Wermner
Herzog und Wim Wenders recently gave
their views on the state of this country’s
film industry at a. special discussion
organised by Dilsseldorf’s Film Forum.

The discussion was chaired by Lau-
rens Straub, who was Instrumental in
promoting the renaissance of the “new
German film™ under the aegis. of the
Filmverlag der Autoren (Author's Film
Pubtishing House).

Although no films were shown at this
function, it'was nevertheless attended by
600 people who camie 'to' familiarise
themselves with the attitudes ‘of fil-
makers towards their own work and the
public at Targe. o _ '

Straub depicted a’pessimistic panora-
ma, saying that, in view of the dramatic
drop' In cinema attendance, foreign dis-
tribution practices and resistance on the
part of the domestic cinema business,
the German fitm could’ disappear over-
night, so-to speak, &s did the' Polish film
miracle, ' R

This could only be prevented, Straub
went on to say, if our film industry were
to abandon its concept of mass enter-
tainment and devote itself entirely to
entértaining ‘specialised “thinorlty groups

of connoisséurs ‘with"whom the ‘direc
tor is familiar: - R

_ This: call for a withdrawal into films

for such small minority groups might be

James Coburn {right) as Sargeant Stelner inPackinpah’s film

minied to get the Iron Cross at any cost
and of the scldiers who go 'through a
hell of steel and blood and who know
but one thought — survival.

Sergeant Steiner has a great deal In
common with other Peckinpah herocs
such as Cable Hogue, Billy the Kid and
Junior’ Bofiner. Steiner, too, becomes an
outsidet in his striving for individual in-
dependence, Pt .

He beeomes a gown® In the hands’ of
those in authorily who turn concepts
such as freedom into a farce. Stefner is
in conflict with his colonel (Mason) in
just the seme way as with the emotions
which can no longer he controlled.

Steiner, too, becomes a victimt of wars
senseless, mechanieal Killing. He can no
lonper cope with the peaceful environ-
ment of a hospital, fails to give in to the
titillation of an attractive and sympathe-
tic purse (Senta Berger) and goes back
to his men. Only once docs Steiner
show any emotional commjtment: when
he fells a German officer with a burst of

bullets frem his machine gun,

As in “The Wild Bunch™ {1969),
Peckinpah is obsessed and fascinated by
the moments of extreme and deadly vio-

Top directors
discuss state
of ﬁ_h_n indqétky '.

3 suitable means for combatting Ameri-
can film distributors, buf to celebrale
the film as the “Queen of the Media"
can only be likened to desperate. jubila-
tion in the midst of an act of emascula-
tiom. . - . . )

Werier Herzog provided n clearer pic-
ture of the acute threat to the film in-
dustry, and gave. as his recipe a-radlcal
reduction of costs. He considers a Super
8 film perfectly feasible if the film in-
dusiry should continue to be boycotted
by official financing committees,

Thiese commitices feit they were on
safe- ground promoting films adapied
from novels by Hans Habe or Ludwig
Ganghofer. But what they - considered
their trump card, namely the employ-
ment of foreign directors such as ‘Berg-
man . of -Peckinpah, ‘was nothing but a
-gign of Insecurity, hesald. - - T

Wemer Herzog considers himself' en-
titled to speak on he state of this Goun-
try’s - fllm industry dué to'the 'agcolade
and the blessing his work r'?ei\fgd- by
the Paris filmi- histotian Lotte ‘Eisnér and

RIEF

(Photo: Conslantln')

lence which he extends and styliscs by
slow-motion shots as in scencs depicting
bodies that are riddled by bullets sinking
o .the ground or, torn fo pieces by
shrapnel, sailing through the air.

All this conveys Man’s lenging for death
and Nirvane, Steiner and his men
are the tosers in & lost- world.

Although Peckinpah does not attempt
to convey a soldier’s legend in his bril-
linnt ‘anti-tvar film, this box office pro-
duction nevertheless fails to convinee . ..
perhaps because James Coburn does not
have the tragic aura of a Steve MeQueen
in Junior Bonner” or a Kris Kristoffer-
son in "Billy the Kid™ or a \Warren
Oates in “Bring me the Heud of Alfredo
Garcia™ ... or perhaps because the Indi-
an half-blood Peckinpah (¢t uprooted in
Germany.

War specatcles are said to be fashion-
able once more, and success or failure of
Steiner — das Eiserne Kreuz will prove
wliether movicgoers, too, feel that way.
It remains:to be seen whelher this at-
tompt to capture the international ‘audi-
ence will prove to be the right recipe.

Rolf Thissen
(Kdlner Stadt-Anzelger, 29 January 1977)

also due to the surprising self-assurance
with which he took wvp the Icgacy of
Heinrich Kleist and Franz Kafka,
Writers might mock his claim to Lhis
legacy, but the German fiiin is well
within its bounds in reasserting its tradi-
tion. But even so, following the accolade
he received in Paris, Herzog is virtually
forced to fulfil the expectation pinned
on him: “You must become a Murnauf”
Herzog announced . that. . Nosferatu
_would be his next film. & . . .
Wim. Wenders, on the other .hand,
maintained. that -his way. of telling a
story was-extremely costly. Now. that-he
'hag, embarked.on the venture of making
Regel ohne Ausnahme .(Rule. Without
Exception) in n Paris studioihe has been
forced to make this film as a co-produc-
tion and thus abandon his- hitherto lnx
attltude towards budgotary exigencies.
* Wenders :-went on to ‘sayithat -the
German film needs pleasure and confi-
dence which. must- mature.along with [ts
publie, .. - . Ao
- But 'we Know ‘that -the 'abolition 'of
tradition’ within the Tilm industry, Whick
mistnists German prodictions, - has de-
stroyed this confidence in the older.' ge-
neration, People!went to the- cinema to
scé storids —:stories that could dpply'to
any of them. =~ @ ¢ ot
. Wenders nlso said that the disthste’ for
-t W GContidued on'pegs 12° ¢
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. WClreulation of, .,

dailies down slightly

rl‘ here was a seasonal drop in ihe
overall circylation .of West German
dailles in the fourth quatter of 1976.

According to the independent circula-

tion confrol of the press, there were a
total of 22.5 million ‘copies'sold ‘in the
fourth quiitter as ‘compared with 227
tnillion in-the third quarter.
" Where national dailiés are concemed,
the Sodidetrtsche Zeitiing still leads with
304,729 sold copies, closely followed by
the Frankfurter Aligemeinc Zeitung With
293,885 copies ‘and ‘Die  Welf - with
218,783 copies.

Compared with the same périod in
1975, the Sikldevtsche Zeitung showed
on increase of (0,801 and the Frankfur-
ter Allgemeine Zeitung of 6,135 copics,
while Die Welf dropped by 786 copics.

' (Sllddeutsqhu Zeltung, 22 January 1977)

.Magazi_ne dealing with

.Soviet research folds

he publishers Deutsche Verfags-An-

- sfalt (DVA) Stuttgard, discontinued
the publication of their monthly maga-
zine Fxakt as of 31 December 1976.

The magazine’s aim was to familiarise
this country’s readers with science and
technology in the Soviet Union.

A spokesman for VDA said 1hat the
magazine was discontinued because it
vwus unprofitable, the cireulation of the
last issue having dropped to 500 copics.

Exakt was first published in July 1974
with a circulation of 10,000 copics. This
“exclusive information from Sovict
scienee, rescarch and technelogy™ was
intended as a discussion forum for Sovi-
et and West Gertnan sclentists. The
German editorial  office  vonsisted  of
DVA siaff members while the Moscow
office was staffed by editors of the Savi-
ot news agency Novost.. d

{lHannoversche Allgemeline, 13 January 1977)

New magazine for
literature and arts

his country's magazine market will
be augmented by a néw publication
as: bf next Scptember. The publishing
honse Belfz Verlag (Weinheim/Busel)
will be publishing Rogner's Magazin
‘with an intial circulation of* 30,000
'capies. Editor-in-chief ‘Will be Klaus P.
Rogner. .
* - Roughly half of the magazine will bé
devoted to literature, the other half
being devoted to ilieatre, '{ilm, art, socie-
ty dnd politics as well &s recrestion. dpa *
(Hannoversche Allgemelie} 21 January 1977)

Philosophers to meet
. in-Diisseldorf
., [P N U P
»or;the first timeidn  seventy, yeats;

L the World Congress,of,Rhilosophy
will onco:more (ake place In,Germany. .
Heidelberg wins the venue.in 1908,
and Dosseldorf is listed as the venue for
the copgress,due to,fake .place from.27
Augustto 2 Seplember 19T8cre 1) ng bt
+The leitmotiv of the, congress will-be

“Philosophy and the Weliansqhatung of

Modem Sciencer . wous. 32 Turissiy 1977)
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Doctors discover a new sickness
syndrome among hospital patients

rarded,
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Psychic hospitalism is the name me-

dical research scientists in Ulm and
tHanover have given 1o a newly discover-
ed sickness syndrome. It is the result of
the acctunulated psychological side ef-
fects of being helplessly “delivered up”
to the wholc hospitel machinery, It is
ihe psychintric counterpart to somatic
hospitalism, an infection contracted
within & hospital.

Adult men ond women, particuiarly
resolule snd capable business people,
suddehly feel themselves reduced to the
status of a child. Instepd of being able
to decide freely over what ihey or others
beqcath them are going to do, they find
‘they are suddeniy subject to the whims
and orders of and an inspection by ather
eaple on being carted into lospital,

Hospital staff decide from then on
what will happen to them, where and
with whom they will be put. The result
ls 2 mixture of bewilderment and help-
less Frustration,

Jirgen Rohde, medical sociologist at
the Hanover Medical College, noticed
some time ago thal a palient is more or
less freated as a child in hospital, He
also noticed that many pulients corre-
spondingly start Dehaving like sl
children afler a short time.

Daoctors and other medicql stali say
they have never been particularly aware
of this. On the contrary, they say most
patients adjust quickly Lo hospital rou-
line without any show of resistance,
temaper or other emiotion,

Dr Rohde, however, says that patients
do not adj ._They capitulate
und give way lo conslant mild depres-
sion. Beneath the resigned exterior ihe
patient is in fact making an immense
efforl to supppress his feelings and
submit to “doctor's orders

So in fact being admitted to hospital
Puls a far greater emotional strzin on
the patient at 2 time when he is least
able to cope with it than any other un-
usual or upsetting events in his life,

Lack of comununicalion in hispital is
4n cven worse aspect of hospital life for
most palients, according to Fritz Hart.
mam, also of Hanover. He says 1hat
ospital staff speak in a recondite jargon
of their own which may often lead to
misunderstandings between patient angd
stafl.

————

Continued from page 11
films set in today's world was rooted in
ithe fear of being confronted with Ger-
‘man myths.

And yel, s Herzop  pointed out,
‘Wenders® films are myth-forming as in
Ahe case of I Lagfe dor Zeit (In (he
Course of Time) or Huz gys Glas
‘(Heart of Glass) inasmuch us they depicl
Ahe romantic myth of the lone journey
lo confront lifes adversities, At the
sume time, however, fllm-makers such as
Kluge or Schldndorf( dismantic mylhs,

Wonders and Herzog fear that they
might fal} ey to the technocrals of tye
film indusiry, and that the cinemn,-as
the plice where Ulopla comes true,
might disappear,

{Franhluriep Rundsehaw, 23 Jomary 1977)

This medical terminology does noth-
ing to allay patients’ fears and constantly
having to ask what doctors mean only
increases their feeling of helplessness
and subjection,

When doctors of the Hanover Medical
College became aware of this problem
they thought at first that they had sim-
ply forgotten how to talk in laymen’s
terns. They thought — mistakenly —
that sisters and nurses probably estab-
lished a far better relationship with pa-
tients than doctors could.

But, on the contrary, nursss and sis-
ters even seem to go out of thelr way to
use learned medical terminology and ab-
breviations in order to assert themselves
over palients.

At Ulm university hospita? all hospital
staff are now being trained in the cor-
rect way of dealing with paticnts by Dr
Kar Kdhle, He is concentrating mainly
on schooling hospilal staff to be more

sensitive and sympathiic towards pa-
tients’ wishes, worries and fears.

Recently in many hospitals doclors
have been making a conscious effort to
explain to patients the type and nature
of their ailment.

This may be partly dus to changes
brought about by the issue of medical
treatment costs, But it Is at least a sin-
cere effort by doctors to minimise pa-
tients’ fears and put their minds at rest.

But psychic hospitalisn Is charater-
ised by extreme subjectivity, and while
doctors can at best give patients an
objective run-down on the type, causes
and course of their illnesses, patients are
more interesied in knowing definitely
how things will turn out,

Unfortunately this is where patients
ask too much. Doctors are not trained in
clairvoyancy and can give patients no in-
fallible answers,

* In effect, al! the patient can do is re-
sign himself to trusting in medical pro-
gress and the skill of his doctors. And
for their part, sisters and hurses, who are
best able to help patients overcome psy-
chic hospitalism, can do no better than
offer them all the sympathy and encou-
fagement they can.

Herbert L. Schrader

(Dle Welt, 27 January 1977)

Cancer research still in its infancy,
Bonn conference told

ancer research hes not yet got past

its infancy”, according to Los An-
geles cancer research scientist Professor
Ch. Heldelberger. His view is also shared
by twenty other well-known cancer re.
scarch experts from Europe, the USA,
Australia and Israel who met recenlly at
a conference in Bonn, '

The main purpose of the conference
was to take stock of progress in cancer
research, according to Bonn cancer ex-
pert Professor Heinz Breuer, The confes-
ence was armanged by the Cancer Re-
scarch Foundation at the suggestion of

Mdigd " Schieel,” founder of the
Federal Cancer Aid Association,

It was hoped that this unique project
would provide some guidelines for fur-
ther more efficient cancer research in
this country and ways in which this can
best be promoted.

Professor Brever said jt had become
clear that more research must be carried
out into cell differenliation, immunolo-
8, virus research, experimental chemo.

therapy, basic clinieal principles and
controlled clincal experiments, '

T he mentaily retarded in Frankfurt

now have a cafe of their own.
Opened on | February, it is the only
one of its kind in (his country and pro-
bably cven in the whole world. |t s
open not only to mentaily handicapped
people, but also 1o anyone else who
happens to be passing,

Cafes for various minority groups —
such ns billiards or chesg players — have
been -in existence for some time. They
provide peoplo -wilh common fnleresls
and problems with g centre where they
can socialise and relax logether,

Now the mentully retarded are 1o have
lhe same chance to mix sociglly, as
Fral_ikfurt mayor, Marlin Berg — yigo
cliairman of *the saciety for welfare

homes — polnted out,
_ This socicty started g chain of rehghj-
lilalion centres for the ncntally handi-
capped lost year, The new cafe is the
fatest link.

“A cafe of this sont s been consp-

American  researchers particularly

"stressed the necessity for more interna-

tional cooperation in researching causes
of cancer and ways of treating the dls-
ease. They were, they sald, particularly in.
terested in working more closely with

(doctors in this country,

Dr A. Goldin"of ‘the National Cancer
Research Institute in Bethesda, Mary-
land, advocated working out internation-

programmes for research into
the development of drugs for retarding
the growth of mitlignant tumours,

All patticipants at the conference
agreed that more Spontaneity, individual-
ity and freedom was necessary in cancer
research, particularly among younger
scientists, if better progress is to be

.1tade in future,

The laborious progress of cancer ra-
search was illustrated by Milan expert
Professor U. Veronesi, wio said that ap-
proximately eight hundred clinical tesis
will result in gboyt 150 publications,
from which, in turn, there would be
pnly about twenty actual- improvements
In treating cancer. o

{Nordwest Zeltung, 25 Janunry 1977)

‘l“_

Mentally retarded .
get a cafe_ of their |
own in Franqurf :

cuously lacking for some - time”, , says
Herr Berg. He bought the Tulpencafe
(The Tulip Cafc) for the society when it
‘e up for sale lagt year.'It way taken
aver complete witly hame, fittings apd
furnishings, . . N
“We. want to keep the genial: cafe gf-
Mmosphere so that the mentally . handi-
capped people can have .ag norinal.a ¢con-
tact as possible to the ‘réal- world’," 50ys
Herr Berg.: | ST
The affiliated Workshop, :next ; dopr
offers the mentally, handicapped g further
Opportunily to have normal contaet with
soctety. There the public cah seg. handi-

——

Don’t use TV g4
a baby-sitter,
parents warned

T elevision is a popular, byt unheglfhy
“baby-sitter™, Nervousness, insom.
nia, listlessness, mental Sluggish
lack of concentration, eycsight Droblen
headaches and aggressiveness gre ofien
the result when children wareh oo
much TV, says the Stuttgart Institye g
Health Education. ' '

Doctors and psycholopists are becom
ing increasingly concerned at the myp
ber of children who are unahle to kegy
play and reality apart in their lives, ang
thé physical and psychological sige ¢
feets of a conlinual overdose of telesi
sion.

Many parents allow their children
watch an inordinale amount of telesi-
sion simply for convenience’ sake. Ep
perts believe that children should ot
watch more than one hour's televigy
per day, and then only children's PR
grammes, :

The Stuttgart study is backed up by
media research survey carricd ont
ARD, this country’s f{irst televisin
channel.

This study reveals that five per cent
of three- to seven-yeur olds and as imay
as fifteen per cent of eight- to thirteen-
year olds regularly watch violent dele
tive films and programmes intended fot
adults, _

Small though thése percentages maj
be, ARD stresses that they are large e
ough to give real cause for alarm.

Every fifth child aged eight to nie
years eats his evening meul while watds
ing TV. The ARD team said it was pe
ticularly unwise of parcnts to leave tha
children to watch progtammes olone. -

The Heaith Education Institute sung
also comments {hat parcnts should mak
a point of talking over what the childe
have seen and heard with them at the
end of the programme. :

Experts are furthermore greatly alam
ed at the number of advertisement
which children presumably watch whlt@
foster false illusions. S

ARD says it has found little publi
response to advice it s given as fo the
correct amount of TV for children. Py
chologlsls say that unless parcniis take'd
firm stand children will continue to pr-
fer watching television to playing be
cause they believe this to be “grown

up.” doa .
(Die Welt, 25 Tanuary 197}

. : AP
capped people painting and glezing pot
ery. "

. Pieces of pottery, some of "which, gt
Made at other workshaps are on. s
and may be bought,. Fifty per_cenl.of
the .procecds gaes to the mentally has:
dicapped themselves, The _, other. ;'llﬂl[
glc:es towards, the upkeep of the wark-
snop. . oot
- The Tulip Cafe is aiso for menlally
handicapped people who are not ungé|
care in .one of the society's homes:,[’
the cafe they not only have the changs

to c_:hat' normally to others, they. can.alsp -

ask the supervisory staff there for adjiet
on any problems they may have. '
. Herr. Berg. commenteq,

People who ,come to the i cpfe . will..aft

preciate. and benefit -from its relixedaly
mosphere and -that. they will-pot hesjtals .

need it™ .. ... Alberd Bepittold 4.
». {Stutigartor Nuchrichien, 23 J anuary ,1.9"-7?_

We. ot |
hoping that the mentally handicapwed .

L

to ask for help or adyice ‘whenever.they T
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MOURWORLD - - - Most squabbles - | R
' - Blind man gets top - occur in the. - | M9 SR [T -
e '.g o .+ living-room - i Ace skater Dagmar Lurz, - :
: k ClWlse 'I’\nﬂf C . iving rooms and Imu]mgms' S o ! Ll n
- 3 . - mre- i P [i] T o
\ : TLOETVICE POSt . . Lcnsionimss © . the girl with an iron will i
T T einrich Behne, a .'er top-fank- - mify Ifllt'iﬂl'l‘els- Thiricen per ceni of e = g o gpl e i ﬂ. --F#g' - f
.IiIing-glvll-servant who has ' been . Frankfurter ;?135; o ‘lé'fs’fclo‘::ﬁ“:“ﬂ';ﬁ;"}f“*ﬁ B L e L O LRI\ NP . 5‘;] - : i
blind _since birth hes been made the Nel:le Pr esSe living room — generully ov , E‘é? ¥ i F ) : ’ijﬁ}* ! ehinlng seco Bie] o Helsinkl afte f .
new director of the Verden/Aller welfare y . aran R et TVpy & %& N b b cdinlng second at the liglf-way mark and ¥
office by Lower Sakony Minister of So- o %ﬂth‘?“:s- — and nine per cent In Fi:g.: ) H ke 22 . bepipning to feel sll.é;!ﬂ'?od a chance of |-_.'
cial Affairs, Hermann Schnipkoweit. R e '1';' the resulf of . B ; A : winning a  Europeat! championship P
It is the first time in the Federa! Re-  Herr Behne is the oldest son of a . . a survey cumyy - ANES <. nedal. Lo K F
public that a completely blind person  farming family which owned approximas g“t-tﬁzt“g;rg“{]“'ff ol October lnst yy Tt *“Just imagine, runner-up at the Euro- -
has managed to rise lo such a position tely 192 acres of land near Gifhom. As a ﬂ{ o] ach reseuarch Institite fy sgmar Lurz took her:-plage dt the . :peany championshipsl” she said an hour . '
of officiel responsibility. Herr Behne has  small child Herr Behne was able fo diss :. nmﬂy magazine Schéncr Wohner - victory , ceremony as - gingerly; as . aftor the award céremony. - L
157 employees in his charge, is respons- tinguish light and dusk, but has since - :f011r:vez:| :‘?us‘andkptll!t:l)le over t!m aged  though she _grgight loge hg:rr _l'golt_i_n_gl "u':id_. N ___She was not,;:cp_ol, calm npd collecte_d '
ble for about 40,000 wor victims -and  become completely blind. - crc osked how they likedthy  wake up to fitid 1t was'ail a*drédni, "+ ' 45-old hands at-winning hotiours of this ¥
their dependents and a further 16,000 o e _ homes fnd what _they disliked aby™ - There she was in Helsinki, runner-up , kind tend to. be. She was just an eight- . :
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